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the Lord, as the waters cover the fea. 7 
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0 ban had our firſt parents, 
by tranſgreſſing the divine law, 
become obnoxious to puniſh- 
ment, than it pleaſed God (whoſe 
mercies are infinite) to turn their eyes to- 
wards an illuſtrious conqueror, able and 
willing to replace that crown which had 
fallen from their heads. When we obſerve, 
that the promiſe made to Adam was re- 
newed to Abraham, and afterwards re- 
peated to Jacob; yea, that of this great 
Meſſiah all the prophets ſpoke, and as 
the time of his coming approached, their 
language became more expreſs, and their 
deſcription of his character more pointed 
and preciſe; we are led to conclude, that, 
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to prepare the world for the reception of 
this auguſt deliverer has been one great 
end in the plan of Providence. But of 


all thoſe favoured prophets of the Lord 


who ſaw the Meſſiah's day afar off, and 
rejoiced in the view, there is not one who 
ſpeaks upon the delightful ſubject more 
fully, or with greater perſpicuity, than the 
ſon of Amoz. He writes rather like an e- 
vangeliſt than a prophet, and points out 
thoſe circumſtances attending the birth, 
life, and death of our Lord, with an ac- 
curacy reſembling that of a well-informed 4 
hiſtorian. = 
In the firſt verſe of this e we are 
told from what family the bleſſed Meſſah 
nn ſpring. A Branch (ſays the 
* prophet) ſhall grow out of the roots of 


 « Tefſe,” In the ſecond, third, fourth, and 


fifth verſes, his character as a teacher and 
as a governor is deſcribed: The ſpirit 
of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, a ſpirit | 
* of wiſdom and underſtanding: He ſhall I 
not judge after the ſight of his eyes; but 
„e with righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the 
* poor; yea, righteouſneſs ſhall be the J 
* pirdle of his loins, and faithfulneſs the 
8 of his reins,” From the fixth 3 


verſe, 


. 


rerſe, the prophet in language highly 
poetical and expreſſive, deſcribes that ſtate 
of harmony and ſecurity, that meekneſs 
and humanity, which ſhould prevail under, 
and diſtinguiſh the reign of the Prince of 
Peace: © The wolf ſhall dwell with the 
* 1amb, and the leopard lie down with the 


* bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall 


like the ox. The ſucking child ſhall play 


* all my holy mountain.” 


God deſcribes the happy influence of the 


courteous. - What transformation can be 
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* kid; and the calf, and the young lion, 
*and the fatling together, and a little 
* child ſhall lead them. The cow and the 
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* lie down together; the lion ſhall eat ſtraw ' 


* on the hole of the aſp, and the weaned 
* child ſhall lay his hand on the cockatrice 
* den. They ſhall not Hurt Nor deſtroy 3 in 


By ſuch language as this, the FEY of | 


goſpel and grace of Chriſt, in humanizing 
the minds and manners of mankind. Men 
fierce, cruel, and ungovernable, ſhall be 
changed unto citizens meek, gentle, and 


more deſirable than this? and what joy 

muſt it give to you, Chriſtians, to be aſ- 
ſured, as in my text, that, unconfined to 
any age or nation, this happy transforma- 
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E 
tion ſhall extend wide as the goſpel ex- 
tends, and keep pace with that knowledge 
of the Lord by which it is produced. 
cc For the earth” (ſays my text) * ſhall be 
* full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the ſea.” Delightful, | 
indeed, is the proſpect, which this pro- 
phecy ſets before the friends of Jeſus; as 
by this we are aſſured, the time ſhall | 
come, when malevolence, rudeneſs, and 
cruelty, the daughters of ignorance, ſhall, 
along with their unhappy parent, be ba- 
niſhed from the world; when piety, meek- 
neſs, and holineſs, the genuine offspring 
of religious knowledge, ſhall be univer- W 
ally eſtabliſhed throughout the earth. 

When the deſign with which the wor- 
thy: Society here preſent was inſtituted, 
when that ardent deſire which every Chri- 
ſtian feels within his own breaſt to co- 
operate with the ſcheme of Providence, in | \ 
extending the knowledge of Jeſus through I 
the earth, are conſidered, we may ſurely 4 
. expect your favourable hearing upon this 4 
occaſion, while, through divine aſſiſtance E 

an 9 is made, eee : 
1. To give you ſome account We" this | | 
1 knowledge mentioned 1 in my text. 
2. To] 


Th 


2. To point out ſome of thoſe'valuable 


Mes which this knowledge will natu- 


rally produce. 


3. To ſhew in what manner this uſeful 


knowledge _ be moſt Oy ow 
moted: and, | 


4. To conch with Wine motives for 
inducing us to exert our beſt endeavours 


to promote this knowledge of the Lord. 


I. Wx are then to give ſome account of . 
this religious knowledge, which, in my 


text, 1s juſtly and emphatically ſtyled, 


the knowledge of the Lord, as he is 
both the author and the object of it. While 
other kinds of knowledge owe their birth 
to huygnan 1 invention, or have been acquired 
by experience, that which we ſtyle religi- 


ous claims an higher origin. This know- 


ledge was engraved by the finger of God 


himſelf upon the heart of the firſt man; 


a conſiderable part thereof may be ſtill at- 
tained by diligently ſtudying the works of 

creation and providence ; but it is in the 
ſacred book of revelation that this know- 


ledge is taught with plainneſs and with 


certainty. It ſhines in the one with the 
im meribtz light oF a Taper, in the other 
: | with 


\ 
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former times by the prophets, and eſpe- 


ſtian, or goſpel knowledge. 


our having juſt views of God, and of his 
perfections—as an immaculate ſpirit, un- 


eternity a being poſſeſſed of every ex- 
cellence - whoſe knowledge is unerring, 
whoſe wiſdom no artifice can deceive, 
whoſe power no force can control, whoſe 
juſtice is impartial, whoſe goodneſs is tran- 


ever; the creator the preſerver —the 


ſuch the amiable idea which the ſeriptures 
give us of the Deity! an idea entirely con- 


height of which, ſhe, unaſſiſted, never did 
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[ 1 * 
with the meridian brightneſs of the ſan, 
It is, therefore, by applying carefully to 
the ſtudy of what God hath. delivered in 


cially of what he hath ſpoken to the world, E. 
in theſe laſt days, by his own Son, that a 1 


can attain to what is called religious, chri- 


1. This, in the Hrſt place, conſiſts in 


changeable in his nature, and exiſting from 


ſcendent, and whoſe truth endureth for 


governor of the univerſe; who fills all 
places with his preſence, and from whom 
all bliſs is derived. Such is the grand, 
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ſonant to the dictates of reaſon, but to the 


ariſe. The Heathen formed God after 4 
their own image, while the LO ex- | 1 


n 
hibit him all glorious, as he really is. 
Until, therefore, we have ſearched the 
ſcriptures, and learned who the Lord is, 
„ whom we are to ſerve*,” what attributes 
and perfections belong to him, and what 
wonderful works he hath wrought, we 
have not ſo much as laid the foundation 
of religious knowledge. 
2. This, in the ſecond place, conlifts i in 
juſt views of ourſelves, and of the rela- 
tion in which we ſtand to the Deity—the 
defign of our exiſtence—the faculties with 
which we are endued—and the ſtate in 
which we are placed. The goſpel inſtructs 


„Ibs, that we are the creatures of God, 
e formed by his power, ſupported by his 


bounty, and that upon him only and en- 


rely we depend; that his deſign in 9 
aing us, was, that we might ſerve and en- 


joy him for ever that, to qualify us for 
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0 his important end of our being, he hath 
d, I given us underſtanding ſuperior to that of 
es Wl the brutes around us, preſcribed us a law 
1 ſuited to our exalted capacities, and fa- 
he BY voured us with every mean of inſtruction 
1d ve can reaſonably deſire. Now, Chri- 
der i ſtans, till we know our own Ration in 
— aol. v, 1 3 
bit | the 


[8 T 
the univerſe ; ; that the preſent-ſtate is only | 
the infancy of our being; a ſtate of pro- 
bation for that eternal world, in which we 
ſhall be for ever happy or miſerable, ace | 
cording as the deeds done in the body 
have been good or bad; till we have at- 
tained this knowledge of ourſelves, vain | 
are all our eee to the une; of | 

the Lord. 4 
get d in che third place, caddie; un | 
our having juſt views of that duty which 
we owe to God and man. This duty ariſes 
not only from the divine attributes, but 
alſo from that relation in which we ſtand | | 
to a perfect being, our creator, and to bre- | 1 
thren deſcended from, the ſame. common | 
parent with ourſelves. - It is the go 
which clearly informs us. of that reverence | 
which we owe to God as the greateſt off 1 
all beings, of that love which is due to | 
him as the beſt, of that conſtant adora- 3 
tion which his perfections claim, and of | 
that unceaſing gratitude to which ſo boun-Y q 

tiful a benefactor ſtands fully intitled. 

From the ſame divine inſtructor we w- 
ther learn, what obedience is due to a 
righteous lawgiver, what chearful Wb 4 


non to a friendly governor, what truſt we 
gl 
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„ 

ought to place in one who is infinitely kind, 
and what prayers ſhould aſcend to his throne 
in whom all fulneſs dwells; how much we 
ſhould dread his juſtice, rely upon his mercy, 


commit ourſelves to the direction of his wiſ- 
dom, and ſtrive to imitate his holineſs. A- 
gain, it is the goſpel which clearly informs 
1 


us, what juſtice and charity, love and reſpect, 


vhat candour in judging and ſpeaking, our 
: Wl brethren have a right to demand from us, 
> WH vith all the other duties incumbent upon us 
nn our ſeveral ſtations, as ſuperiors, inferiors, 
t or equals. Nor is the goſpel defective in 
d Wi pointing out what humility, meekneſs, tem- 
perance, chaſtity, and contentment, God re- 
n quires us to exerciſe in our private deport- 
el nent. While we therefore remain either en- 
ce tirely ignorant of theſe duties, and of that 
of : principle from which our obedience ſhould 
to flow, or if we know not in whoſe ſtrength it 
2- may be chearfully performed, and through 
of Wl whom itwill at laſt be accepted, we are great- | 
n- h wanting in point of religious knowledge. 
d. 4. This, in the fourth place, conſiſts in 
ur- 4 our having juſt views of our preſent ſtate | 
) A 2 as ſinners, our need of a Saviour, and of 


the method of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 


From the confideration of that duty which 
„ God 


1 
God requires of us, and how far we fall 
ſhort in. performing it, of neceſfity there 
ariſes in the mind a conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
and ſome degree of anxiety with reſpect to a 
Future judgement. We dread falling under 
the curſe of that law which we have broken, 
and undergoing a puniſhment which ſhall | 
correſpond with our diſobedience. Now 
it is the peculiar excellence of the goſpel, 
that it brings relief to the apprehenſive } 
ſinner, and expoſes to his view a mighty | 
Saviour, made of God unto mankind, |! 
* wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
* redemption *; © who was delivered for 
* our offences, who roſe for our juſtifica- 1 
* tion +,” © and who is able to ſave to the 
* uttermoſt all who come unto God by 
* him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make in- 
* terceſſion for us 4.“ An acquaintance 
with this Saviour, the extent of his of- $1 
fice, the glory of his character, the virtues 
of his life, the merits of his death, and 2 
the prevalence of his mediation; an ac- of 
quaintance with the nature of that ſalva- 
tion which he hath effected, and with the 
terms upon which it is offered to us, con- 
ſtirutes a moſt material and delightful part i 
„ x Cor. i. 1. 30. OY Rom. iv. 25. _ + Heb, vi. 25. 5 
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of relig ous knowledge. If we with, Chri- 
ſtians, to enrich our minds with this branch 
of knowledge, let us have recourſe to the 
ſacred ſcriptures, and remember, that in 
theſe alone God is deſcribed “ as in Chriſt, 
* reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 
imputing unto ſinners their treſpaſles *.” 
Theſe alone point out to the raviſhed ſoul 
that glorious ſcheme upon which all a 
Chriſtian's hopes are founded, and from 
which all his joys are derived: a ſcheme, 
by which, at the ſame time, the honour 
of the divine law is vindicated, juſtice is 
fully ſatisfied, mercy triumphs, and the 
penitent ſinner is received unto favour. 
To know God, and him whom God bath 
ſent T, is religious knowledge indeed. 

F. This, in the laſt place, conſiſts in our 
having juſt views of what ſhall be the 
final conſequences of virtue and vice in 
the world to come. The religion of na- 
ture diſcovers a future ſtate but dimly, 
and as through a glaſs; the religion of 
ſeſus places it in full and open view. The 
goſpel informs us, that while our bodies 
rumble down into duſt, and are diſſolved 


* 2 Cor.y, 1g, + Johnavii g. 


TH. © 


It )]: 
into corraption, the ſoul {ſhall ſurvive for 
ever; that, after the reſurrection, every 
man ſhall appear before. Jeſus his judge, 
and from him receive a ſentence agreeable 
to the nature of his former conduct; glo- 
ry and honour ſhall be the portion of the 


good, tribulation and anguiſh that of the 
wicked: while the firſt ſhall ſtand joyful | 
in the preſence of their God for ever, ſee 


him as he is, and, by the bliſsful view, be 
transformed into the ſame image; the laſt 


Mall be driven out into everlaſting dark- 


neſs, the dreary abode of anguiſh, remorſe, 
and endleſs deſpair. 


Ihus have we conſidered religious know: 
ledge, as confiſting in juſt views of God, 


and his perfections; of qurſelves and the 


deſign of our own exiſtence; of that duty 
which God requires of us; of the method 
of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt; and of the fi- 


nal conſequences of virtue and vice in the 


world to come. To the Chriſtian, wha! 


knows his duty, by what means it may 
be performed, through whom the perform- 
| ance will be accepted, and with what 
glory it will be rewarded at laſt, we may 


ſafely aſcribe religious knowledge, and 
: from him expect thoſe invaluable fruits, 
8. which 


bt) 


1 
which a plant fo rich will probably bring 
* ES 


U. 'Tars PIERS me, as was 8 in 
the ſecond place, to point out ſome of 
thoſe happy eſſects which this knowledge of 
the Lord will naturally produce. When 
this Knowledge does not merely ſwim in 
the head, but is allowed to eſtabliſh irſelf 
in the heart, 

1. It will e e in . firſt ts 
open and enlarge the mind, raiſe our views, 
give dignity to our ſentiments, and com- 
municate a certain greatneſs to the foal. 
The contemplation of divine truths with- 
draws our attention from the trifling pur- 
ſuits of life, and, by ſo doing, faves us 
from that meanneſs with which little ob+ 
jects are apt to tincture che mind. But 
this is not all: The contemplation of 
in all the glory of unbounded excellence, 
in the magnificence of his works, and in 
the riches of his redeeming grace; the 
contemplation of Jeſus, arrayed in all the 
charms of unſpeakable love, adorned with 
all the graces of meekneſs and humility, 
and diſplaying a beneficence the moſtac+ | 
tive and unconfined, has a transforming 1 in 
1 fluence; 


T4] 
fluence ; and while we admireand adore the 
great original, we gradually acquire a re- 
ſemblance with it. The face of Moſes, after 
converſing with God, ſhone with a bright- 
neſs too dazzling for the Iſraelites to be- 
hold: even ſo the ſoul of a Chriſtian, con- 
verſant with his Creator and Redeemer, 
acquires a luſtre and dignity which theſe 
auguſt objects can alone communicate. 
While our views ſtretch out unto an un- 
bounded eternity; while, in bliſsful viſion, 
we behold Iſrael's Shepherd ſurrounded by 
the flock of his paſture; while we ſee that 
crown of glory which encircles the head 
of the redeemed ſaint, and hear that praiſe 
which proceeds from his lips, we, in ſome | 
meaſure, riſe above humanity ; our af- 
fections become ſpiritual, our diſpoſitions | 
heavenly ; our views, our wiſhes, our 
hopes, are enlarged ; and we are formed 
unto a meetneſs for that ſociety, which, 
with ſo much delight, we contemplate and 
admire. In the ſacred ſcriptures, how 
many examples do we find of the trueſt } 
- heroiſm, inſpired by religious knowledge! | 
Men, whoſe patience and fortitude were | 
ſuperior to all the diſtreſſes of life; who 
ine every thing to their duty; ; who | 


bore 


(- is F 


bore perſecution with the utmoſt magna- 


nimity, and met death, clad in his moſt 
frightful forms, undaunted and ſerene. Ex- 
amples of ſuch heroiſm have not been 
wanting in any age of the Chriſtian church. 
They have abounded, even in the loweſt 
ranks of life; and the peaſant, in the day 
of trial, has diſplayed a dignity of ſoul 
which would have done honour to an em- 


peror. Paul, though ſeated at the feet of 
Gamaliel, and inſtructed in all the ſcience 


of the times, was ſtill a narrow-minded 
zealot, and, with all the heat of bigotry, 


perſecuted his opponents ; but no ſooner 
was religious knowledge infuſed into his 
ſoul, than his mind opens, and he diſtin- 
guiſhes himſelf by liberality in ſentiment, 


and an active beneficence, which knew nei- 
ther diſtinction nor bounds. The ſame 


cauſe will not fail to produce ſtill a ſimilar 


effect: Suppoſe a man of a groveling mind, 
ſordid in his temper, whoſe ſpirit is puſil- 
animous, whoſe diſpoſition is narrow and 
contracted; impart to this man religious 
knowledge, let his views be turned to the 
perfections of Deity, let him contemplate 


the life of Jeſus, and, confidering himſelf ; 
ly” as a pilgrim upon earth, let him 


_ ſtretch 


2 her Er IRE . —— 2 nn 


virtue, and his ambition aſpires at the ap- 
probation of God, and all * 1 of 


acceptable manner of worſhipping God. 


that ſome worſhip is due to him; yet it 
has by no means proved ſufficient to point 
out ſuch particular acts of worſhip, as are 


of an holy God to receive. Look back . 
do ancient times, deſtitute of true religi-f 
ons knowledge, and you will ſee the Crea- 
tor either entirely overlooked, or, by the 
| homage paid to him, degraded and dif- 
honoured: you will ſee deeds of cruelty 
and acts of obſcenity practiſed at the al- 
wk ; ſee © the firſt-born given for tranſ- f 


* 5 — 


fered up to atone for the fin of the 
br foul * ” Look eyes theſe unlettered 


t 1. 


firetch his hopes to Emanuel's land; lo, 
bis cure is effected, the world loſes its at- 
tractive power, he ſpurns every mean pur- 
ſuit, he delights in deeds of piety and 


an immortal crown. 
2. In the ſecond place, 0 ils | 
ledge will naturally produce a rational and 


Though human reaſon, unaſſiſted, may 
diſcover the exiſtence of the Deity, and 


worthy of reaſonable beings to offer, or 


« oreflion, and the fruit of the body of- 


7 Micah v vi. 9. 5M 


[on 1 


nations, to the Athenians, diſtinguiſhed by 
WH their learning, politeneſs, and civility, and 


unknown God *;” and obſerve, that na- 
. WH ture's light, even among theſe renowned 
ſons of ſcience, left them, blindly, to wor- 
hip they knew not whom. What a wonder- 


. 


r 


ful change, in this reſpect, has the goſpel 


d produced what a manly, true, and refi- 
. red devotion, acceptable through the Me- 
y AM liator, has it introduced into the world! 
At the appearance of the Sun of righte- 
duſneſs, darkneſs and ſuperſtititon fled, 
the rehgion of Jeſus was preached, and 


conſecrated to the ſervice of one, only, li- 


t is by thus comparing the worſhip of 


15 Acts x vii. 23. 


you will behold an altar erected“ to the 


he idols of the nations were deſtroyed, 
Where Pagan altars ſtood, churches were 


ing, and true God; and from thence the 
noſt fervent prayers, the moſt lively ex- 
preſſions of heart-felt gratitude and praiſe, 
hve been offered to the beneficent Father 
f mercies, by ſpiritual worſhippers, joy- 
fully aſſembled to pay this filial homage. 


Lachen ages, with that of well-informed 
J aa the idolatry and ſuperſtition of 
dc one, wich the refinement and Purity of 


8 1 
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the other, that we ſhall beſt diſcover the 
_— excellency of Chriſtian knowledge, and its 
f happy influence in regulating the devo- 
tions of mankind. 
3. In the third place, religious know- | 
ledge will naturally produce the ſteady | 
practice of every moral virtue. The great 
outlines of morality may be conſidered as | 
engraven upon the human heart, as dic- | 
tated by natural conſcience, and were in- | 
deed taught in the ancient ſchools of phi- | 
loſophy; but yet it is no unjuſt degrada- 1 
| tion, either of human nature, or of phi- I 
| loſophical knowledge, to affirm, that reve- 1 
lation has done more important ſervice to ; 
morality than they, and carried its duties 
much farther. The goſpel ſtrikes at the 
root of evil in the heart, and teaches us 
to diſlodge from thence every corrupt 
luſt and affection. It points out ſtains for- I 
merly overlooked, and deſcribes paſſions | I 
as odious to God, which philoſophy had 
foſtered and indulged. Not contented with I 
removing the rubbiſh of the old building, 
the goſpel lays alſo the foundation of al 
| 1 new and magnificent fabrick. Having 
: taught us to conſider ourſelves as placed 


in an elevated ſtation, as ſons of God, 
childreal 


* e 


1 


children of immortality, and heirs of e- 


9 
4 ternal glory, the goſpel delineates the vir- 
. tues which become our exalted character; 


ſhews them all exemplified in the life of 


: W jcſus; and, by the promiſe of divine aid, 
| WI (<qually aſcertaining ſucceſs and reward), 


excites us to imitate ſo great an original, 
{o amiable a pattern of righteouſneſs. 
Having thus aſſerted, that the goſpel 
points out the duties of morality with great- 
er preciſion than natural light does, extends 
theſe further, and enforces them by higher 
encouragement, as well as by fairer exam- 
ples 3 we may aſſert alſo, that many Chri- 


ſtians have been no leſs diſtinguiſhed by 

es W their manners than by their privileges. Let 

he che virtue of the moſt celebrated Heathen 
us be compared with that of Paul, and the 
pt | former will ſerve only as a foil to dil- 
r-. play, to greater advantage, the luſtre of 
ns che latter. His benevolence, extending 
ad to Jew and Gentile, to friends and foes; 
th I his zeal in fulfilling. the duties of his 
0, ; ſtation, and in promoting the ſalvation of 
* af ſouls ; his meekneſs and fortitude under 


inſult and oppreſſion; his humility amidſt 
all his attainments, ever referring theſe to 
God; the ſincerity of his faith, the warmth 


2 of 


ſtian, ſhew to what an height of virtue 
human nature, enlightened by religious 


ledge, and you {hall find their good works 


the ſons of God. Nor have any people to | 
this day embraced the goſpel of Jeſus up- 
on a full conviction of its divine authori- 
ty, without improving in virtue in conſe- 
quence thereof. But, brethren, inſtead of 5 
comparing nation with nation, or the pre- [ 
ſent with a remote age; let us refer the 
queſtion to the deciſion of every man's e- 
perience, and beg you to conſider, who a- 1 
mong your acquaintance diſplays the molt 
active, ſteady, and extenſive virtue. E It 4 
he, a ſtranger to religion, and deſpiſing che 
knowledge of it; he who (fond of ſingu- 


ſpel, rejects her dictates, ſtyles himſelf a 1 


plain ſincere Chriſtian, who has formed 


4:30 1 
of his love, the vigour of his hope, as a Chri- 
knowledge, may ariſe. Look back to the | 
lives of the firſt Chriſtians, acting under 
the animating influence of religious know- } 
as eminent, as their faith was ſincere; that | 


they became new creatures, and ſhone | 
forth in the world, holy and harmleſs as 


larity) overlooks the maxims of the go- | 


philoſopher, and pretends to be guided by 1 


the laws of honour? Or is it not rather a 


ſ St 1 
his notions of duty and virtue upon his 
Bible, and confiders himſelf as bound in 
conſcience to live according to that excel- 
lent rule? The Chriſtian will be leſs noiſy. 
in his own praiſe than the philoſopher, his 
virtue will perhaps be leſs ſhowy; but, we 
perſuade ourſelves, it will be found more 
ſolid ; amidſt the viciſſitudes of fortune 
more equal, amidſt the enticements of 
temptation more ſteady, and in all its ope- 
rations more univerſal ; for the enlightened 
Chriſtian is God's workmanſhip, created 
in Chriſt Jefus unto good works *.“ 

4. In the fourth place, religious know- 
ledge will naturally produce much peace 
and happineſs in that ſociety wherein it is 
eſtabliſhed. Although religious diſputes - 
have ſometimes occaſioned moſt dreadful 
diſorders, this will not falſify our preſent 
aſſertion ; as theſe diſputes have ariſen 
from ignorance of religion, from miſta- 
king its nature, from an adulteration of its 
doctrines and precepts by a mixture of 
metaphyſical diſtinctions, rather than from 
my tendency in itſelf to create them. 
Lontention and perſecuting zeal mark out 

* Epueſ, i, 20. 5 


1 
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an age of darkneſs and ſuperſtition; but a 
ſpirit of inquiry and toleration, with a con- 
cern to preſerve public peace, are the cha- 
racteriſtics by which an enlightened æra is 
diſtinguiſhed. Let us then eſtimate reli- 
gious knowledge, not by the abuſe of it, 
but by its natural tendency, and we ſhall | 
find its influence, in promoting the good 
of ſociety, ſtrong and direct. The ſpirit | 
of the goſpel is a peaceable ſpirit. Mu- 
tual love and charity are ſo eſſential to the 1 
religion of Jeſus, that he himſelf aſſures 
us, the practice of theſe is the beſt evi- 
dence of our being his diſciples. The < 
views which the goſpel gives us of our 
ſituation as brethren, deſcended from tel 
ſame parent, ſaved by the ſame Lord, u- 
nited in the ſame faith, animated by che 1 
ſame hope, and travelling together to the 1 
ſame land of promiſe, are all friendly ol 
the intereſts of ſociety. The duty of do- 
ing to others as we would have them d col 
unto us, ſo ſtrongly inculcated in the goY 
ſpel; the excellent rules given in ſcriprur] 
to direct our behaviour in every ſtation i 
the hedge which Chriſtianity hath planted 
| around the life, the chaſtity, the fortune F 
and character of every man, are all highly 
 conducivf 
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| W conducive to the public weal! It is be- 


cauſe the Chriſtian principles and doc- 
- W trines have the ſtrongeſt tendency to pro- 


s WM mote the peace and good of ſociety, that 
achhriſtian age, in our context, is deſcribed 
„by theſe very effects; and we are taught 
to believe, that as ſoon as the knowledge 


tell us, from whom may juſtice in his 


in power, decent ſubmiſſion to govern- 


ſocial felicity, be ſooner expected, than 


rant bigot may be ſingled out to be a trai- 


3 a well-informed Chriſtian, known 
to regulate his conduct by the maxims of 


/ 


eminent: 


of the Lord ſhall fill the earth, there ſhall 
be nothing to hurt or . offend in all the 
holy mountain. Conſider, brethren, and 


dealings, mercy to offenders, candour in 
judging, charity in ſpeaking, moderation 


ment, with the other virtues which form 


from an intelligent Chriſtian, whoſe tem- 
ber is moulded into a conformity with 
the the ſpirit of our holy religion. An 1gno- 


tor, an aſſaſſin, a tool of ambition, a diſ- 
turber of the public peace; but no man 
will dream of ſeducing to ſuch execrable 


the goſpel. The influence of religious 
knowledge in promoting public happineſs, 
was, in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, moſt | 


N 24 J 
eminent: then the love of the brethren 
diſplayed itſelf in the moſt ſtriking acts of 
beneficence, and to their immortal praiſe 
it is recorded, that Chriſtians had hut one 
heart and one ſoul. The acts of charity 
ſo common to the preſent age, the good 
faith with which trade is carried on, that 
mildneſs and humanity which appears, 
even in the midſt of war, among Chri- 
ſtian nations, may all be conſidered as 
proofs of that influence accompanying the 
knowledge of the Lord. From whom may 
either juſtice or mercy be expected, if not 


from the Chriſtian, taught to believe, that 


in the day of judgement, every injury to 

a brother will be puniſhed, every act of 
Findneſs rewarded, as if done to | Jeſus | 
himſelf? eh baſs | 
F. In the laſt aces e aids f 
eſtabliſhed in the heart, affords much pre- 
ſent comfort, and leads to future glory. 
Let the Chriſtian tell what joy ariſes in his : 
mind from his views of God as a recon- | 
ciled father, of Jeſus as a powerful medi. 3 
ator, of the Holy Ghoſt as a guide and 
guardian through this wilderneſs ; from | 
the perſuaſion that he himſelf is an heir 
of eternal felicity, and ſhall, in due time, | 
e „ be 
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be brought unto poſſeſſion of it: let the 


M Chriſtian ſpeak, and he will inform us, that 
the view given him in the goſpel, of the 
. Wl providence of God as gracious and kind, 
of; diſtreſs as the chaſtiſement of a fa- 
; Wl ther, of adverſity as a furnace deſigned 
t to prove and to purify His virtue, brin gs. 


quiet to his mind, and enables him to 
{mile at misfortunes, which would other- 
wiſe oppreſs and weigh him down. The 
Chriſtian may labour under the hard hand 


EC 1 
y of poverty, his character may be wounded 
t by the envenomed darts of calumny, dif- 


eaſe may ſtretch him upon a bed of lan- 
guiſhing, and pain rack him in every limb, 
the grave may rob him of his moſt en- 
deared relations, or, what is worſe, theſe 
may prove unkind; but {till his happineſs 
tands unſhaken, as it is built upon this per- 


0 

4 ſuaſion, that whatever his God may with- 
y, hold, he will never withhold his favour, 
\is nor ſhall any thing be able to ſeparate him 
n- from that love of the Father which is in 
di- Wl Chriſt Jeſus. The value of religious know- 
edge, in teaching us moderation amidſt 
om WM broſperity, and fortitude amidſt adverſity, 
ir may be brought under an eſtimate ; but 


what meaſure {hall we apply to.compute 
VVV its 


cures the pardon of ſin. It is the goſpel 
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its value in promoting our eternal ſalva- 
tion? Comfort in this world is of great 
conſequence; but joy through eternity is 
of infinitely greater. It is the goſpel 
which explains the nature of that faith, 
which, by uniting the ſoul to Jeſus, pro- 
_ duces holineſs in heart and life, and ſe- 


which clearly diſcovers the promiſed land, | 
points out the road leading thither, and | 
ſhews through whom we have certain ac- | 
ceſs to the Father. With light the crea- Y 
tion of the world began, and from reli- | 
gious knowledge ſpring alſo all thoſe graces fl 
which ripen the Chriſtian for, and ſhall diſ- 
' tinguiſh him in, the manſions of glory. 
„ This is life eternal, (ſays our Lord), that 
they might know thee, the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent *.” } 
They that have this wiſdom (ſays Daniel) 
© ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 4 
* mament, for ever and ever .“ 5 
1 in theſe different views, conſi- 
dered the influence of religious knowledge, 
may we not reſt perſuaded of its excel- 
lency, and freely conclude, that there is no 
a knowledge mad valuable to mankind : 1 


. "Bu XYIi, 3. 185 Dan, xii, 3. 


The 1 


„„ 

The apoſtle Paul was no mean proficient 
in human literature, yet, in compariſon 
with Chriſtian knowledge, he reckoned 
the other but as loſs and dung. We are 
ſafe in forming a ſimilar judgement, and 
in proportion as we have been accurate in 
our examination, we ſhall be clear and 
poſitive in the ſame decifion. We confeſs 
praiſe is due to him whoſe {kill can mea- 
ſure the heavenly bodies in their magni- 
tude and velocity; who can trace the 
lurking diſeaſe to its ſource, and preſcribe 
its cure; or whoſe political wiſdom can 

direct the counſels of a nation; we ac. 
knowledge praiſe is due to him, who, 

deeply verſed in philoſophical knowledge, 
can tell what every ancient ſage thought, 

or poet ſung. But yet, alas! this prodigy 
of human learning is but a paſſing me- 
teor; for, beyond the grave, only the xnow-- 
edge of God and of Jeſus is of avail. 
Other kinds of learning gild, religious 
knowledge enriches and ennobles the mind: 
the advantages flowing from the one are 
temporal, thoſe from the other are eternal. 


III. LET us now, in the third place, 
confider 1 in what manner this uſeful, this 
- 00'S transforming 
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transforming knowledge may be moſt ef. 
fectually promoted. That the knowledge 


of the Lord {hall one day extend through- 


out the whole earth, is aſcertained by pro- 


earth for a poſſeſſion *; 


a 


In the firſt place, it in a land which al- 4 
_ enjoys the external means of grace, 
that religious knowledge which will gl 4 
duce the deſirable effect above mentioned, 
will be moſt powerfully promoted by e 
faithful preaching and hearing of the g- I 
ſpel. This was the method by which Chri- 3 


ſtianity at firſt was ſo quickly ſpread over 


. the world, and it 18 by the ſame weapon 
we mult ſtill encounter ignorance, and ex-f 


. # Pal. il. 8, + Luke zi. 2, 


"That the Father may ſoon give | 
to his Son *© the Heathen for an inheri- 
* tance, and the uttermoſt ends of the 
That the 
» „ gon of Chriſt may .come, and his} 

„will be done below, as in heaven a- 
„ bove +,” is the ardent prayer of every 
ſerious Chriſtian. Whether you, brethren, | 
can contribute more than your prayers, in 
promoting the glorious plan of Providence, 
pointed out in theſe prophetic words, you 4 
may judge from the err enen which 


3 


72 
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pect conqueſts over the kingdom of dark» 
neſs. Every kind of preaching will not 
produce theſe ſalutary eſſects. Philoſophi- 
cal diſquiſitions, metaphyſical diſſertations, 
controverſial diſtinctions, may exhibit the 
genius of the ſpeaker ; but will have ſmall 
effect, either in informing the judgement, 
or ang the heart of the hearer. It 
was by © preaching Chriſt Jeſus, and him 
„ crucified “, the doctrines and the pre- 
cepts of Jeſus, in purity and with ſimpli- 
city, that the apoſtles ſpread the know- 
ledge of the Lord; and it is by following 
their example, and delivering the ſame 
doctrines in a fimyar ſtyle, that the mini- 
ſters of Jeſus ſhall ſtill ſecure the atten- 
dance of their people, and communicate 
to them that knowledge which maketh 
wiſe unto ſalvation. While preachers teach 
thoſe things which Jeſus hath command- 
ed 4, then, and then only, can they expect 
their Maſter will be with them, and bleſs 
their labours with ſucceſs. The goſpel 
muſt be heard as well as preached, heard 
with attention, and received in faith and 
love, as the word of God, and as the rule 


F I Cor. ii. 2. 5 ＋ Matt, xxviii, 20. 


of 
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of life. When, therefore, thoſe in higher 
rank ſhall become more exemplary, by a 


regular attendance upon the worſhip of 
God; when the hearers of the goſpel, in 
all ſtations of life, ſhall wiſh more to be 
inſtructed than entertained from the pul- 
pit; when they are at the trouble of recol- | 
lecting what they hear, and allow the 
truths of God to make a deeper impreſ- 


ſion upon their hearts; then may we ex- 
pect that the knowledge of the Lord ſhall 


become, among us, more practical, as well 


5 7 more univerſal. For it is in © the houſe 


"Of the God of Jacob that he will teach 
us of his ways, and enable us to walk 
in his paths *.” 

2. In the ſecond place, chis uſeful 1 


ledge may be moſt effectually promoted 
among the Heathen nations, by the pious 
and prudent behaviour of thoſe miſſionaries, |} 
by the fair and upright dealings of thoſe 


merchants, who, in proſecuting the views of 
their miſſion or trade, are led forth into the 


regions of darkneſs t. Miſſionary miniſters | 
have long, yet with little ſucceſs, been em- 
ployed abroad; for this plain reaſon, that 


„Ia. l. 3. + Mat, w. 16. 


too 


[nl 
too many of them have endeavoured to pro- 
pagate the religion of a party, rather than 
the religion of Jeſus, and have had a political, 
more than a ſacred end in view. Of this kind 
the miſſionaries employed by the church 
of Rome have commonly been; and furely 
we cannot expect the propagation of true 
religious knowledge abroad, from thoſe 
who are taught to conſider ignorance | as 
the mother of devotion at home. 
The Proteſtant church, which owes its 
birth to examination and inquiry ; whoſe 
doctrines and worſhip are founded upon 
the ſcripture-model, and which profeſſes 
a pure and unadulterated Chriſtianity, is 
more likely to ſucceed in this glorious un- 


dertaking, and may better expect the bleſ- 

| ing of God upon thoſe endeavours which 

; WH fngly aim at his glory, and the ſalvation of 
I ſouls. Proteſtant miſſionaries in fact have 
2 not laboured in vain; for, by their means, 

f the doctrine of the croſs has, in the re- 
e moteſt regions, already proved © the ſa- 
S WH vour of life unto life“, unto many 
& ſouls. Greater ſucceſs ill may be ex- 


)0 


pefted, as "the number of thoſe uſeful miſ- = 


2 Cox. ii. 1 | 


fionaries - 
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UF 
fionaries ſhall increaſe, and care ſhall be 
taken that the choice fall upon men diſ- 


tinguiſhed no leſs by their prudence than 
_ zeal; upon men of a catholic, rather than 
of a contracted ſpirit ; of enlarged views, 
and who will teach the whole of Chriſtia- 


nity, rather than confine themſelves to a 


few of its doctrines and precepts ; upon 
men, who, by harmleſs and blameleſs 
manners, by a pious and benevolent. de- 


portment, will recommend the religion 


which they preach. Could miſſionaries of | 
this character be found amongſt the na- 
tives of thoſe barbarous regions, and were 
the word of God tranſlated 1 into their lan- 
- guage, our hope of ſucceſs, in propagating | 
Chriſtian knowledge, would become more 
full and aſſured. But further, may we | 
not expect that this uſeful knowledge ſhall | 
extend itſelf along with that trade, which 
ſo much employs the attention of the pre- 
ſent age. The ſucceſs of Great Britain in 
the laſt war, has opened a communication 
with immenſe regions, formerly in a great | 
meaſure unknown, and which may pro- 
duce the moſt favourable effects. The in- 
tercourſe with Indian nations (according 
to our information) has hitherto been car- } 
5 ——K„ß'»(([ß ! 


t 


ed 
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ſettlements, leſs enlightened than their 


brethren coloniſts, or whoſe manners, and 
method of trading with the natives, have 
been little calculated to recommend Chri- 


ſtianity to their choice. Whereas the 


communication being now rendered more 
ſafe, and more enlarged, we may expect, 
that merchants of liberal and extenſive 
views, and of better character, will hence- 
forth be engaged in that trade; and we 
hope, that by their fair dealings, and gen- 
tle manners, they will give the rude na- 
tives a favourable idea of that religion 
which produces a virtue ſuperior to their : 


OWN. 5 | : \ 


cation of youth. OF all the various ob- 


but alſo habits of either, early Contracted, 


ried on by means of perſons in our back 


In the third ple; this uſeful know- 
Mee of the Lord may be ſucceſsfully : 
Wen by a ſtrict attention to the edu 


jects to which education relates, there is 
not any one of equal importance to ſociety, 
with that of inſtructing young people in 
rcligion and induſtry; becauſe youth is 
not only a ſeaſon favourable to ſuch a deſign, 


are commonly laſting. As the wiſdom of 
this nation * appears in the inſti- 
3 = tution 


- 4 
a . * 1 -_ 2; — — = . 
— _— — 4 — 8 — — = 2 = = 
— — - 2 3 = 2 — 1 
= — - — — — = — _ — — 8 — I — — — 2 = - 2 G 3 
. * RN | — — — 8 — — I c ——— — — ů — 9 — =_ 2 = == : DER a a n 22 — 
— 3 ws — — ä Been 2 B ET IE EET = = i — Ra SIP 5 - =_ — X - _— = 37 * 
— K — R — : — 8 — — . TIN 8 7 - 3 3 _ 4 : 
i n N 3 ; 2 


.. 
9 - << 


_ — 
a * 7 > \ 
* N N _—_— A * , Wh <5 „ - — - * * 164, AX. al 
. r * EIA. 1 eee e A 2 oY * > ts Ir I - 2 SE ELL 6 5 2 
— —ä—4 — — —— — — — 75 ry : In . © nd . 2 —— 8 yr — 2 — — — 
* 8 5 * A -y: 5 — - 22 — - 5 
= 3 8 4 1 3 — Ss 2 * . = —_— 
2 3 % 


5 - ä — * > = 2 
— 7 : : r . A — A — BS TY 3 « 
L - — — 8 * 1 - -Y — wn 3 8 — 12 on —_— = 
a 8 f 2 — IX = jo «3X 1 = g - - — * * — as " — ESR — — : 2 
2 Z 3 KS I net TO — — . = 2 5 — — « | 0 . 5 5 18 8 s 225 Woe 2 bh _—__ > 
Jar ͤ K ĩͤ n Fe HEE oe ©. x = 8... td ET TIES. Ian a Em: Sg” er SES Ed, en ou 4s e ee 2 E . 2 E 
2 : 2 OY It 2 RS 5 8 2 eo js 0 2 2 * 2 . 2 2 * Inna = 58 es 2 8 wy — * - { 2 3 5 . — # K ate; g 
3 N — $ 8 . — Mii.” a r r fs. - 8 2 5 3 » 2 JP" _— = IF — 2 - * 1 - - 3s. ——— — Y 3 
JJ yd ³¹ð— T.;dT——• no TONY : ; WM En WIR RS TY . 27 Oe So oe HIT SEE gt 3 — Fees , 3 , = 
7 I pe" NE 2 "<5 bY | 2 ” : : 2 5 \ 4 2— 1 — - - 4 
a — l N w : y RE — 2 


* : 5 
—̃— ———— — 
- —_ » — 
Tt — — 2 L D — 
———— 
3 
2 8 
— 9 A 
- 


1 x5 *ac6. £m eut TG 
ERIE, 


— 


— . ENTTI I 


— rey 
ine — 


* 
r 


„E % 
- —ñ̃ —U— 8 
— — — 
— — 7 „ 


4 _ = = 
* 9 2 "_ - * * K 
- 2 Pr eee 


— —_ — 


a. 5 Lam Jacks et . a>. we — : 
; — : =, : . * y 0 "a LEP — Yn = "EI 
F IP 5 4 Py = | 
ws 2 — . K e 7 * 


Ti 34 T: 


tution af parochial ſchools, to which it 1s 


in a great meaſure owing, that the com- 


monalty of Scotland, in reſpect of reli- 


gious knowledge, go beyond the com- 
monalty of other countries; ſo the wiſ- 


dom and good ſenſe of that Honourable 
Society before which I now ſpeak, does 
not in any inſtance appear more eminent, 
than in the eſtabliſhment of ſchools in the 
darker corners of the land. By means of | 


theſe ſeminaries of knowledge, where both 


religion and induſtry are ſo ſucceſsfully | 


taught, many ſubjects have been gained : 
to the King of kings, and many uſeful I 


members have been added to ſociety; who, | 


from theſe ſeminaries, have come forth, to | 


8 defend, with their lives, the religion and 


liberty of their country. Did we ſee the 
number of the Society's ſchools increa- 


: ling; did we ſee the people of higher rank 


in the nation, as careful to inſtruct their | 
children in the principles of Chriſtianity } 


as in arts and ſciences; were ſchoolma- } 


ſters, inſtead of baniſhing the ſcriptures 


from their ſchools, at pains to ſeaſon the 


minds of ſuch as are intruſted to their 
care, with early impreſſions of piety and 


virtue; and laſtly, was the education of 


youth , 


[-85 ] 

youth rendered leſs expenſive in great ci- 
ties than it now is, e might then expect 
that Chriſtian knowledge would be 19 885 
dily diffuſed over the land. 

Having made theſe enten, from 
which it appears, that almoſt every perſon 
may in ſome ſhape contribute to the ſpread- 
ing that knowledge of the Lord, which ſhall 
one day cover the earth, as the waters do the 
ſea ; let us conclude this head of diſcourſe, 
by remarking, that the divine concurrence 
and bleſſing are neceſſary to the ſucceſs of 
all external means. The Holy Ghoſt ac- 
companying the miniſtry of the apoſtles, 
rendered Chriſtianity powerful in pulling 
down the ſtrong holds of Satan ; and the 
Lord himſelf only can open rivers in 
high places, make the wilderneſs a pool 
of nn an the dry land ſprings of 
water *;” make the wilderneſs like 
Eden, 104 the deſert like the e of 
5 the anner A hs 


IV. . LET us now conclude with ſome 
motives for inducing us to exert our beſt 
endeavours, in promoting this knowledge 
of the Lord. 


* Ie, NY 18, 1 16. h. „„ 
. . 1. And 


— Ä 
>" 2 8 4 


{$6.1} 

1: And in the firſt place, ſome degree 
of zeal in this cauſe is neceſſary, in order 
to prove our own fincerity as Chriſtians, | 
If we really believe that Jeſus laid down 
his life for mankind,” and further, conſider 
ourſelves as the objects of his redeeming 
love, we mult of conſequence feel a de- 
| fire to promote the glory of ſuch an illu- 
ſtrious friend, to promote the ſalvation of 
thoſe for whom blood ſo precious was 
ſhed. Theſe deſires are indeed natural to 
every true Chriſtian ; and he earneſtly | 
wiſhes, while he travels to Zion, to carry | 
all mankind along with him. © I would | 
Ty ac God (faid Paul to Agrippa) that | 
„not only thou, but alſo all that hear | 
me this day, were both almoſt and al- 
« « hs ſuch as Jam *.“ Every friend | 
of the Redeemer feels himſelf animated 
by a like ſpirit. The man who profeſſes 
Chriſtianity, but at the ſame time is con- 
ſcious of an indifference whether this re- 
ligion flouriſh or decay in the world, may | 
well call his own ſincerity in queſtion ; 100 j 
thoſe who obſerve this indifference will 
naturally do it. While, on the other} 
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hand, he who upon his death-bed is able 
to recollect a ſteady zeal in promoting the 


honour and kingdom of the Redeemer, 
may, upon this proof of his own ſincerity, 
build the pleaſing hope, that, as one © who 
has turned many to righteouſneſs, he 
*« ſhall ſhine” in the kingdom of his fa- 


cher * for ever and ever *.“ 


2. In the ſecond place, while we are pro- 


moting the knowledge of the Lord, we 


diſplay the trueſt and moſt uſeful charity. 


The preſent 1s an age which pretends to 
diſtinguiſh itſelf, by having embraced a 
more benevolent ſyſtem of morals, than 
| ſome which have gone before it; and, in- 


deed, there abound, in this kingdom, ma- 


ny examples of an enlarged charity, to- 


wards various claſſes of neceſſitous per- 


ſons. Theſe are worthy of praiſe; but 
higher praiſe ſtill is due to that kind of 


charity which brings relief to the ſpiritual 
wants of mankind, and diſpels that igno- 
rance of God which debaſes the human 
mind. To make a man a Chriſtian, is 
conferring upon him the greateſt favour, 


and is a ſpecies of benevolence which ren- 


ders 


: "ng 
ders the object of it not only uſeful to ſo. 
ciety, and happy in this world, but pre- 
pares him alſo for future and eternal glo- 
Ty. Whom then ſhall Charity compaſſio- 
nate moſt? upon whom ſhall ſhe firſt turn 
her pitying eye? Surely upon them who 
are periſhing for lack of knowledge. Let 
us then, while we feel a tenderneſs for ſuch 
as are bound in cords of affliction, feel 
the ſame for thoſe more unhappy objects 
who are fettered in chains of darkneſs and 
deluſion. Let us haſte to their relief, and 
by inſtructing them in the knowledge of 
Chriſt, confer upon them a bleſſing both 
temporal and eternal. This, brethren, is 
a ſpecies of benevolence which Chriſtianity 
ſtrongly inculcates upon all her diſciples, b 
and by os: ſhe would have them diſtin- | 
guiſhed. © Have compaſſion (ſays the 
— ite; on the ignorant and on them 
* that are out of the way .“ And how |} 
forcible is the argument uſed by James? 
bs 2 who converteth the ſinner from the 

* error of his way, ſhall fave a ſoul from 
death, and hide a multitude of fins +.” ö 
This is a ſpecies of benevolence which not 


* Heb. v. 2. 5 F James v. 20. 
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only affords preſent pleaſure to him who 


exerciſes it; but alſo the moſt animating 
hope with reſpect to a future ſtate; © for 
hereby do we know that we have paſſed 
* from death to life, becauſe we have this 
* love to the brethren “.“ 


3. Let us contribute our endeavours | in 


ſpreading the knowledge of the Lord, in 
as much as we are aſſured of ſucceſs, and 
that, in this glorious work, our labour 


hall not be in vain. It hath pleaſed God y 


1 reveal to us his gracious deſign, to 


* make his way known upon earth, and 


«his ſaving health among all nations . 
We believe, for God hath ſaid it, that the 


time will come, when ſeſus ſhall at once 


be the light enlightening the Gentiles, and 


* the glory of his people Iſrael 1. While, 


therefore, we endeavour to propagate Chri- 


ſtian knowledge, we are co- operating with 


the deſigns of infinite wiſdom to produce 
an event which ſhall moſt aſſuredly come 
to paſs. The certainty of ſucceſs gives 
alacrity and vigour to our purſuits in the 
common tranſactions of life, and it is 
making the W uſe of the prophecies 


9 5 [John iii. 14. + pl. mil. 2. + Lake 3 U. 32. 
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1 4] 
above recited, when they have this influ- 
ence, and we conſider them as given with 
2 view to excite our diligence, and cheer 


our minds, amidſt thoſe difficulties which 


we may have to encounter in the none 
attempt. 
Many are the prophecies which relate to 


the enlargement, the glory, and the hap- 


pineſs of the Chriſtian church, in ſome 


future period of the world: and who can 
read theſe without feeling a with, that this 


kingdom of God may ſpeedily come? an 
ardent wiſh, that he himſelf may be ho- 
noured as an inſtrument, in ſpreading the 
knowledge of the Lord over the earth? 


How ſpeaks David? “ He ſhall have do- 


minion from ſea to ſea, and from the 


river unto the ends of the earth.” © Yea, 
« all kings ſhall fall down before him; all 
„nations ſhall ſerve him.” His name 


„ ſhall endure for ever; his name ſhall 
* be continued as long as the ſun, and | 
men {hall be bleſſed in him; all nations 


© ſhall call him bleſſed *,” © The Lord | 
* (ſays Zechariah) ſhall be king over all 


© the earth : in "Wat day there ſhall be [ 


0 pf. bali. 8. 11. 17. 


“ one | 
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1 
one Lord, and his name one *.” © From 
the riſing of the ſun (ſays God, by 
4 Malachi) even to the going down of the 
* fame, my name {hall be great among 
the Gentiles, and in every place incenſe 
ſhall be offered unto my name, and a 
pure offering; for my name ſhall be 
great among the Heathen, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts f.“ This goſpel of the 
kingdom (ſays Jeſus) ſhall be preached _ 
* in all the world, for a witneſs unto all 
„nations 7.” In the book of Revelation, 
when the ſeventh angel ſounded, there 
were great voices in heaven, ſaying, The 
* kingdoms of this world are become the 
* kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
* Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and 

„ever ||." 

When you have heard theſe 8 
brethren, 15 me aſk you in what light are 
we to conſider the members of that worthy 
dociety here ' preſent, and all who join 
them in their labour of love? Are we not 
to conſider them as fellow-workers with 
God; and to beſtow upon them that e- 
hoon and pris to which Aa character oy 


„ Zech. xiv, 9. + Mal, i. 11. 4 t Matt, XXiv. 14. 
| Rey, xi. 15. | 
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knowing, that, under the direction of an 


apparently flight, have oft accompliſhed 


phecies ſhall be accompliſhed, is nearer 
one paſſage opened, by which the goſpel} 
continent of America; another, by which 


into the heart of Africa; while our late 


iſſue in the overthrow both of the Otto- 
man empire and Mahometan religion. 


try of che church of Rome have been 


the foundations of that church ſhaken. 


J 


noble, ſo uſeful, ſo honourable, Ttands | t 
fully intitled ? | © 


Proceed — ye ſervants of Joſs; pride 
in your pious and beneyolent work; well] 


all-gracious and omnipotent God, means 


ends ſurpriſingly great. Proceed — for per- 
haps the time when the before-cited pro- 


than you imagine. At this day you ſee} 
may enter and ſpread through the vaſt Y 
it may aſcend the Senegal, and pierce 
eſtabliſhments in Aſia may happily er- 


tend religious knowledge alſo through the 
Eaſt. You ſee a war begun, which may 


You know, that the ſuperſtition and idola- 


great bars to the converſion of the Jews, 
You now fee, by an almoſt general ex- 
pulſion of the Jeſuits, its great ſupports, q 


How far theſe events may operate tawards g 
F te 


U 49-1 
dhe accompliſhment of the he: Tan no 
man can tell. 8 
hut laying aſide ente of this na- 
dure, let me encourage you to Proceed in 
pour work, by putting you in mind of 
- Wl that ſucceſs with which God has already 
bleſſed your labours. From ſmall begin- 
mings, you have riſen to importance. Wa- 
tered by the dew of heaven, the ſeed 
which was as a grain of muſtard, hath ſhot 


Beſides thoſe miſſionaries which at this 
tay you employ abroad, and from whom 
jou have accounts the moſt agreeable and 


refreſhing ; you have erected, in the dark 
corners of your own country, not fewer 


he than one hundred fifty and three ſchools. 
ay Accounts are yet received from one hun- 
to- (red and forty of them only; and at theſe 
on-. Dou are educating in the principles of Chri- 
a- vanity and in the practice of induſtry, ſeven 


thouſand one hundred and twenty- nine 


ble aſſiſtance, might probably have re- 


nained loſt to tociety 1 in idleneſs and 1 s- 
Wrance, V 7 


ce WM p into a tree, whoſe branches have ſpread 
el WH far, and whole fruit is healthful and rich. 


boys and girls, who, without your charita- 
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5 ceiving from his hand eternal life. Now. 
in what manner ſhall we better juſtify our 
own principles, and teſtity our Sratitudef 


E 
Go on, my worthy friends, in a work 
ſo pious, ſo uſeful to the community, ſo 


very honourable to yourſelves. Remem- | 
ber, the cauſe of religion is the cauſe of 
God, and therefore your bleſſed under- 


taking ſhall never languiſh through want | 


of encouragement. He who opened the 


heart of that generous benefactor, who 


laſt week ſent you a donation of two hun- 


dred pounds Sterling, has the hearts of 


all men in his hands. Did I know this be- 
nefactor's name, I would mention it here 


with eſteem and reverence: his modeſty : 
has concealed it; and therefore his Praiſe 1 


is of God, and not of men. 


This example of Chriſtian liberality 1 


brethren, is worthy of imitation; for in | 
proportion as the funds of the Society in- | 
creaſe, its uſefulneſs will become more ex- 1 


tenſive. We are all Chriſtians, profeſſing 


to believe, that God loved the world, andi 


gave his Son to be a Saviour; chat Jeſus 
died as a propitiation for ſin; and that 
whoſoever believeth on him ſhall be ſaved 
We entertain alſo the pleaſant hope of re- 


> 
$ 
"0 7 
2 


_” 
"72 
4d 


[ 45 J 
to God for thoſe bleſſings, which, as Chri- 


ſtians, we have received, or expect to re- 
ceive, than by co-operating with thoſe who 
are engaged to promote the glory of God, 
and the intereſts of religion? The laws of 
i MW gratitude, of humanity, and of the go- 
ie ſpel, call upon us to honour God with our 
W ſubſtance, and, according to our ability, 
to enable this valuable Society to haſten 
the time © when the knowledge of the 
Lord ſhall fill the earth, as the waters 
cover the ſea.” Amen. 1 
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The Society i in net - for propa- 
gating. CHRISTIAN ANOWLEDYR,. 


In the year 1769. 


HE deſign of erecting a Society in Scotland 
for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, was firſt 
formed about the year 1700. A few private 
zentlemen, who at that time were in uſe to meet at Edin- 
burgh for reformation of manners, gave it birth; and 
their pious purpoſe was, to ſpread the knowledge of Chri- 
ſtianity through the highlands and iſlands of Scotland, 
u that time e in you ignorance, ſy and 
nice, | 

The manners of the inhabitants of thoſe parts of the 
kingdom were then diſſolute and wild. Many of them 
had early contracted violent prejudices againſt the revo- 
lution-· ſettlement, and were imbarked in an intereſt ab- 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with the ſafety and felicity of their 
country. Strongly attached to the court of St Germain, 
they acknowledged the pretender as their king, and wait- 
ed only for a favourable opportunity to place him upon 
the throne of Britain. With regard to religion, they 
nere bigotted Papiſts; acknowledged the Pope as their 
piritual father, and were zealous in promoting every 
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ſpent their time in ſauntering from place to place, in 


methods by which a country is improved, and its inhabji. 
tants civilized and enriched. Large tracts of their lands 


out with the deſign of ſpreading knowledge among them; 
idleneſs, knowledge promotes induſtry. The method 
end, was that of erecting public ſchools. But as this MW 


| themſelves in a voluntary ſubſcription for that  purpole, 


country where Popery greatly abounded. But after a trial , 
of a year and a half, the ſchoolmaſter, upon repeated 


break up his ſchool, and give up his commiſſion. 


dertaking, Their ſucceſs was ſuch, that in the year 


took the affair under conſideration; and ſoon after, 


E121 1 
thing which could tend to the advancement and 8 88 
ty of the Roman- Catholic faith. 

That ignorance promotes idlenefs, is well known to be 


the caſe in every country. It was remarkably ſo in Scot- 
land at the time we are ſpeaking of. The highlanders 


floth and idleneſs, and in a total neglect of thoſe happy 
lay uncultivated; and thoſe vaſt ſhoals of fiſhes which 
frequented their lakes, bays, and ſeas, were left to be 
carried off by more induſtrious foreigners, while they 
ſtood idle ſpeCtators of the rich capture. 
Io remedy theſe evils, the gentlemen mentioned ſet 
upon the firm perſuaſion, that as ignorance promotes 
which to them ſeemed moſt likely to anſwer this happy 
could not be done without money, they firſt engaged 
and then recommended the deſign to others, 


The firſt place pitched on for the erection of a ſchool 1 
was Abertarf, in the ſhire of Inverneſs; the centre of a 


diſcouragements from the inhabitants, was obliged to / 


Not diſheartened by this firſt, though unſucceſsful 
trial, the gentlemen mentioned applied themſelves to the 
members of the national aſſembly of the ehurch, in order 
to engage them in promoting ſo great and uſeful an un- 


1706, the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland f 


they, 1 


{1 #0 
f they, together with the gentlemen mentioned, -publiſhed 
propoſals for propagating Chriſtian knowledge through 
the highlands and iſlands of Scotland; and ſent theſe pro- 
poſals, not only to all the preſpyteries of Scotland, but 
to the ſocieties inſtituted in Edinburgh and elſewhere 
for the reformation of manners, 

Not ſatisfied with this, the gentlemen e _ 
zpplications even to the throne ; and her Majeſty Queen 
Anne was not only pleaſed to countenance and ſupport 


fame to all her loving ſubjects, by a proclamation, dated, 
at Kenfington, the 18th Auguſt 1708. 


ſet ot Scotland again took the matter under their confidera- 

m; Wi tion, and publiſhed an act concerning it -. . 

tes The gentlemen” mentioned went {till a ſtep farther i in 

od Wi their pious endeavours for eſtabliſhing this Society, For 

ppy WW having procured ſubſcriptions to the extent of L. 1009 
this Wl Sterling, they again addreſſed her Majeſty Queen Anne, 
ged to grant her letters-patenr, erecting the ſubſcribers into 


comply with their requeſt in May 170g f. 

la conſequence of theſe original letters-patent, the firſt 
nomination of members was, upon the 6th day of July 
17509, made, by the Lord Preſident, and other Lords of 
the court of Seſſion, out of the liſt of original contribu- 
ters. This firſt liſt of members conſiſted of eighty-two 


100] ; 
of a 
trial 
ated 
1 to 


(ful And their firſt general meeting was held at Edinburgh the 


the 1 zd of November following ; at which were preſent fifty- 
order i tight members: when they elected their committee of di- 
un- edtort, and other officers, proper: for gay the af 
year | 


WE Vide A fubjoined to this State. 


_ 4 _ + Vide Letters-patent ſubjoined to this State. 
after, . 315 : 


they, I 


their deſign by her royal authority, but to ſignify the 


In April 1719, the General Aſſembly of the Church | 


x Society. And her Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed 14 


perſons, viz. nine Peers, and ſeventy - three Commoners. 


4 2 1 fairs 


. 


n 


——_— = 
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fairs of the Society and unanimouſly agreed to preſent 
an addreſs of thanks to her Majeſty Queen Anne, for 
the favour and countenance ſhe had ſhewn them. 
Although names are not always the beſt recommenda- 
tion to undertakings, yet it would be injuſtice to the 
perſons who inſtituted this Society not to tranſmit ſome 
of their names to poſterity, We ſhall therefore tranſmit | 
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Rage al able ſyccels, 


— a N 
— — 


ik ; the following, viz. John Duke of Athol, John Duke of 

i 1 Roxburgh, William Marquis of Lothian, David Earl of Bu- 

jt 9 chan, Thomas Earl of Haddington, James Earl of Findlater, 

1 David Earl of Glaſgow, Charles Earl of Hopeton, Ar: 

TY chibald Earl of Ilay, Alexander Lord Polworth, Lord: 

f ; | William Hay, Lord Charles Ker, Sir Hew Dalrymple, | 
we then Lord Preſident of the Seſſion, Lord Chief Baron 

. 3 Smith, Sir David Dalrymple her Majeſty's Advocate, 

4 Adam Cockburn of Ormiſton Lord Juſtice-Clerk ; the 
8 following Lords of Seffion, viz. Lords Arniſton, Grange, 
= Cullen, Pancaitland, Fountainhall, Pollock, Forglen, 

wry Neuhall, Polton, Dun, and Royſton ; Sir James Camy-! 

il bell, Sir Gilbert Elliot, Sir John Clerk, Sir Robert Sin- 

= clair, Sir James Juſtice, Sir James Steuart, Sir George! 

| | | Warrander, and Sir James Smollet, Colonel John Er- 

| 1 ſkine of Carnock, and William Maxwell of Cardinefs. 

14 5 Theſe were ſome of the principal perſons who were the 
179 original members of this Society; and theſe perſons 

Wh | | Joined with ſeveral of the Reverend Miniſters, and other} 

We gentlemen noted for their attachment to the revolution-Y 
= ſettlement, compoſed the firſt general meeting of this 

.=- ſociety, and laid the form and Ts of their after N f 
* dure. e | 

1 By the above ſteps it was, that the Becki in o froth = 
"4 for propagating Chriſtian knowledge was conſtituted. . * 
me The deſign was pure, generous, and diſintereſted. Hea-J 

| | ven accordingly ſmiled upon It, and blefled it vim con · 
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ne Soon after its inſtitution, rules of management were 
» framed for directing every material point with regard to 

buſineſs ; and theſe rules having been improved by time, 
a» and the experience of half a century, are now render- 
he ed complete. It is unneceſſary, and indeed impoſſible 
ne in this ſhort ſtate, to repeat all thele rules; it a be 


ſufficient to mention a few. 
With regard to the admiſſion of en no 8 
can be aſſumed to be ſuch unleſs he is a donor; one of 


a ſober and religious life, zealouſly concerned for the 


er, 

Ir. ſucceſs of the deſign, a ſincere Proteſtant, and one firm · 
rd ly attached to his Majeſty King George, and the Prote- 
le, ant ſuccefſion in his FRY; without a to aller . 


differences. 


on | 
te, With regard to the Society? 's TTY 8 are put vader 
the the immediate management of fifteen members, called, 


The annual committee of directors. © Theſe gentlemen meet 
at the Society-hall upon the firſt Thurſday of every 
month, and oftener if occaſion requires. At every meet- 
ing their proceedings are minuted in a ſeparate record ; 
a ſummary whereof is reported to the general meetings, 
which are held quarterly. They are elected annually ; 
and at leaſt three of them muſt be ſuch as were not on 
the committee the immediate preceding year. At their 
firſt meeting they chuſe one of their number to be their 


ons, rs 
ther preſes for the whole year. They alſo, for the better diſ- 
on- patch of their buſineſs, divide themſelves into three ſub- 
this committees, viz. one for managing matters of law, one 


for examining the accounts, and the third for what con- 
cerns the Society's ſchools, and foreign correſpondence. 


d This committee has powers to erect ſchools, grant com- 
ned. nifions to teachers, tranſport them from place to place, 
Iea-augment or diminiſh their falaries, ſuſpend or diſmiſs 


them as they ſee cauſe; and, in general, to regulate _ 
their conduct in every reſpect. It is their duty to take 
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| treaſurer to > guide him during the current year. 


| e | 
care that the Society's ſtock be kept entire, and not in. 


| croached upon by the annual expence; and that no more 


be expended than the yearly revenue, and ſuch donations 


as are not deſigned by the donors to be added to the 


ſtock. They read over the inventory of the Society's 


T bonds and ſecurities four times every year, viz. upon the 


laſt Thurſdays of November and January, or their fir} 
ſtated meeting thereafter, and upon the firſt Thurſdays 


of March and July; and at theſe meetings they give their 


opinion by ballot, whether thoſe bonds be good, and 


ſhould continue, or whether the ſums thereby due ſhould | 


be uplifted. The Society's accounts, of every nature, 
after being reviſed and examined by the ſubcommittee, | 
comptroller, and accountant, are reported to the gene- 
ral committee, and ſubjected to their review, and ſuch | 
orders given about them as they judge right. By the 
committee, warrants are iſſued to the treaſurer for lend- 


ing of money; and to every ſuch warrant, granted at | 


an occaſional meeting, five members at leaſt muſt be 


| preſent; and all loans are made by ballot. They like. 
wiſe receive from the ſeveral .preſbyteries and corre- | 


ſpondents, reports of the viſitors of the charity hoch, 
which are made annually. 1 | 
With regard to their treaſurer, he is obliged to attend E 


their meetings; to give bond, with ſureties, for his in- 3 


tromiſſions with the Society's effects; to charge himſelf 


in his accounts with all the donations, and other reve- I 


nues of the Society, which he receives from time to time; 


| to diſcharge himſelf with all proper outgivings, for or on 


account of the Society, according as he makes them; and 


to report the balance quarterly to the committee. An 
_ abſtract of. the Society's ſtock lying at intereſt, with the 
amount of the intereſt reſting, is annually inſerted in 


two inventory-books; one copy whereof is given to the 3 


The 


Ew” 


E 

* The clerk and bookholder are ordained to give due 
e attendance at the meetings of the Society. The clerk is 
1s bound to record their proceedings in a bock kept for 
x chat purpoſe; to be careful in receiving and anſwering 


* letters directed to the Society, and in preſerving the war- 
ne rants of the record in proper order. The bookholder 
ſt z bound to make out the treaſurer's accounts, at ſight, 
ys and by the direction, of the accountant; to make up an- 
ary nually a liſt of the Society's bonds, and rights in ſecuri- 
nd ty; to afliſt the treaſurer to levy the Society's annual- 
1d rents; and to manage all ſuits 1 in which the ne has 
re, any intereſt, | 
ee, The bookſeller i is ordained to furniſh books proper for 
Ne the Society 8 ſchools,; at certain low prices, viz. Bibles, New 
a Ml TIcttaments, Proverbs, Catechiſms, Vincent's Catechiſm, 
be BY Gutbrie's Trial, Kc. with Copy-books, and books for 
d. Church-Muſic. Theſe he is appointed to pack up in a 
1 proper manner; and is at the whole trouble of ſending 
hem to the places deſigned, according as he receives or- 
ire. ders from the committee or ſubcommitte. Theſe books 
"i i diſtributed to ſuch whoſe parents are certified by the 
os, ſchoolmaſters to be unable to buy them. And it is pro- 
der to obſerve here, that the Society are at conſiderable | 
ne a pence for books to their ſchools, | 1 
= With regard to donations, it is ordained, That an al- 
WH phaberical record of them ſhall be carefully kept; as allo 
an I © general ledger, for the greater regularity and diſtinct- 
4 nels, which contains the ſtock-account, the cafſh-ac-. 
and bunt, and a general account of charges: ſo that, in the 


An 
IN that no books whatever are kept with more fidelity and 
4 bo are than are thoſe of this Society. 
> he The rules for the conduct of the Society s ſchoolma - 


ters have been drawn up with great care and attention z 
The bt may be altered from time to time, as circumſtances 
i require, 


general, the directors think themſelves at liberty to aver, 
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| and, in every reſpect, qualified for the office of a ſchool- 
. maſter, Their duty is, to inſtruct their ſcholars in the 
principles of the Chriſtian Reformed religion; to direct 


: to teach them Writing, and Orthography, Arithmetic, 


with their other duties; to report thoſe who abſent to 
the viſitors ; to tranſmit liſts of their ſcholars names an- 
nually, with the time of their entry, the time of their 
departure, and degree of proficiency; to worſhip God 
every morning and every evening; and to take care that 
the ſcholars attend public worſhip on the Lord's day. 
They are not allowed to ſerve by a ſubſtitute, excepting | 
for very ſpecial reaſons, nor their ſchools to vaik more 


out proper certificates of their ſervice, and reports made ] 
by the viſitors. If theſe are made, the falaries are pail 
twice in the year. | 


they ſee proper ; in doing of which, they are particularly 
parochial ſchools, leſt the one might hinder the ſucces 
rochial ſchool to be ſet up and maintained by the heritors 
in every pariſh, the Society, in order to ſpur the heritors 


to a thing ſo bereficial, refuſe to plant any of their 
0 ſchools, except in thoſe pariſhes where the heritors, by 1 


oN 
require. Their qualifications are to be certified, on ttlal, 
before that preſbytery where they are to be placed. The 
certificate bears, That the candidate is a perſon well known 
to the preſbytery, of whoſe piety, loyalty, and prudence, 
they are fatisfied : That he underſtands the principles of 
the Proteſtant religion, writing, and arithmetic : That 
they judge him well affected to the preſent government; 


their Morals, and to train them up in the Social Virtues; | 


and Church-Mufic; but no Latin, as that might interfere 


than twenty days; and no falary is paid to them, with | 


For many reaſons, the Society ton to Manke de 
power of removing their ſchools from place to place, 2 


careful, not to place or keep their ſchools too near any 


of the other. At the ſame time, as law appoints a pa- 


— 


t 1 
obeying the wer render themſelves worthy” of the fa- 
your. | 
The Society are likewiſe deſirous to encourage ſuch of 
their poor ſcholars, who may be found of more than 
common genius; and they have alto been at a confider- 
able expence, ſome years ago, in maintaining burſars at 
the univerſities, that out of theſe proper 9 80 and 
ſchoolmaſters may be had. $27] 
Theſe are ſome of the moſt material of the Society's 
regulations ; and by theſe the world may judge of the 
reſt, Experience has ſhown, that they are well adapted 
to anſwer the deſign intended: and, from time to time, 
as ne w circumſtances occur, alterations are made in them; 3 
and made, it is hoped, for the better. 1 
When this Society was firſt erected, the condition of 
the inhabitants of the highlands and iſlands of Scotland 
was extremely melancholy. In the more remote corners, 
the only religion was Popery; and even in the counties 
els remote, ignorance prevailed greatly, It was not to 
be imagined, that during the reigns of the Royal brothers 
Charles II. and James VII. any proper endeavours ſhould 
be uſed for the reformation of the highlands, or inſtruct- 
ing them in the tenets of the true religion. If Charles 
had no religion at all, James's religion was Popery : and 
from the hiſtory of thoſe reigns, it appears, that at- 
tempts were made, which proved too ſucceſsful, to re- 
tain the highlanders in their former errors, wildneſs, and 
barbarity. | 
Their condition, therefore, was in every reſpect for- 
lorn. It was, in the firſt place, a ſtate of ignorance of 
religion; it was, in the ſecond place, a ſtate of idleneſs, 
and falſe liberty; and, in the third place, it was a ſtate 
of diſaffection to the Revolution- ſettlement, and our hap- 
py conſtitution in church and ſtate. Add to this, that 
thoſe very affiduous creatures the Romiſh prieſts, Who 
3 compaſs 
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compaſs ſea and land to gain one proſelyte, ceaſed not, 
by all the arts which zeal and bigotry could ſuggeſt, to 
eſtabliſh their adherence to their former prejudices, to 
the errors of Popery, and falſe principles of government. 

With a deſign to remedy theſe evils did this Society ſet 
out; with the ſame deſign it goes on; and in this deſign, 
it is hoped, that, in time, it will happily ſucceed. The 
method followed has been, that of erecting ſchools in the 
different corners of the highlands and iſlands of Scot- 
land, thereby to pave the way for the inſtruction and 


reformation of the inhabitants. Advances in this * 
way towards reformation would indeed be gentle and un- 
perceived, but nevertheleſs they would be certain; they 
might be ſlow, but they would be ſure 2 And therefore 
it is no juſt objection to the ſucceſs of this Society's en- 


deavours, that though erected in the year 1709, a rebel- 


lion, in favour of a Popiſh pretender, followed in the 
year 1715, or that another more daring attempt happen- 35 f 
ed in the 1745. It is true, more might have been e! 
| pected from forty years endeavours than from fix: and 
accordingly, in fact, the principal movers of the laſt re- 5 
bellion came from the remoteſt corners of the highlands, 
where the Society's influence had ſcarcely reached; and 
even ſuch of the common people as engaged in it, were 
forced to do ſo by many threatening meaſures. But, at 
any rate, theſe rebellions ſhow the neceſſity of having 
the highlanders reformed one way or other; and it is 
believed, that no method hitherto propoſed, either is, or 5 1 
can be, ſo effectual oy this purpoſe, as mat uſed by this 


Society. 


1 


T6 prove this, a oublic need only be informed, I 
that the number of ſchools maintained by this Society WY 
in the highlands and iſlands of Scotland, for the year 
from November 1768 to November 1769, was no leſs 
than 153; at which a are educated near 8000 0 ? 4 
| | 9 


C um 7 

both ſexes, The manner of their education has been 
already noticed. They are inſtructed in Reading, Wri- 
ting, and Arithmetic ; and more eſpecially in the princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian religion. Than which nothing ſerves 
better to form men to be fit members of ſociety. It 
melts them down into votaries of peace, and things that 
make for it. Chriſtianity is known to be a ſocial reli- 


gion; it recommends the practice of every public, as well 


as private virtue : and though it is poſlible for a perſon 


to be a tolerable member of ſociety without being a Chri- 
ſtian, yet he is not a true Chriſtian who does not make a 


good member of ſociety. 
Popery, on the other hand, is known to be a rough and 


narrow ſcheme, ſo little calculated for the good of man. 


kind, that it breathes the reverſe. This it does in every 


country; but in Britain it does even more: it is totally 


inconſiſtent either with the peace or proſperity of the 


kingdom. Sure, then, the beſt method to perpetuate both, 
is to do every thing poflible to detach our countrymen : 


from an error ſo extremely pernicious. 


In many of thoſe places where the Society's ſchools 
are ſettled, the pariſhes are from twenty to thirty miles 


long, and ten or twelve miles broad, The face of the 
country 1s generally rough, locked up with high moun- 


tains, and divided by deep lakes and rapid rivers. Theſe 


circumſtances make travelling often difficult, in ſome 


places impoſſible ; and render it impracticable for one 


miniſter, in a large pariſh, rightly to exerciſe his office 
among the inhabitants, or to inſtruct them in any tole- 


able degree in the principles of Chriſtianity. The pa- 
riſh · church is at ſuch a vaſt diſtance, that it is impoſſible | 
tor the inhabitants, by their attendance there, to Joy . 


the ordinary means of inſtruction. 


To the praiſe of the Britiſh legiſlature, and to the 


92 of chat Noble perſon Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, 


B 2 * 


— — — 2 
e 


F 
* 


1 Re * FA 
DOS f , 5 > 
r 8 _ 


— — 
r 
\ w_ 8 8 


8 
—— 
— „ 


[ th: 12 


it muſt not be omitted, that ſome late ſtatutes appear to 
the higheſt degree conducive towards the reformation of 
the highlands. The act aboliſhing the heritable juriſdic. 
tions, the act aboliſhing the ward-holdings, and the act 
annexing certain forfeited eſtates to the crown for the 
uſe of the public, mult ever be mentioned with the high- 
eſt honour and warmeſt gratitude to thoſe who planned 
and conducted them; and the Society are firmly perſua- 
ded, they will, in time, produce the moſt happy effects, 
and anſwer all the good ends propoſed by them They 
go hand in hand with the endeavours of this Society, and 
remove difficulties which otherwiſe had been unſur. 
mountable. | 
In proof of this, it need only be obſerved, that as, iq 
the 1745, many unhappy creatures were either deluded 
or compelled to take up arms againſt their lawful Sove. } 
reign; ſo, on the contrary, it is well known, that in the | 
laſt war, many thouſands of highlanders ſignalized them. 
ſelves in all quarters of the globe, fighting intrepidly for 
| their lawful Sovereign; and of theſe, great numbers were 
| educated at the Society's ſchools. 

From the year 1709 downwards to the year 1738, "the 
Society | in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, 
went upon the footing of their firſt patent; but in that 
year they applied for a ſecond, and obtained it *. 

The Society are extremely ſenſible, that their two pa- 
tents, ſeemingly diſtinct, tend to promote and eſtabliſh | 
the ſame happy end. Religion and induſtry are too 
nearly related to be long kept aſunder. Idleneſs is the 
bane and plague of any country; and therefore the 80. 
ciety fondly embraces every N to baniſh it from 
among us. | 8 


* 7Vide ſecond patent, ſubjoined to this State. 
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In conſequence of this ſecond patent, the Society 


have, from time to time, and by various methods, en- 
deavoured to introduce induſtry into the highlands, They 
have ſet up ſeveral ſchools for teaching young perſons, 
not only Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, and the princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian religion, but alſo to be Artiſts, Ma- 
nufacturers, and Tradeſmen : and the young girls are 


taught the Spinning manufacture, and Knitting of ſtock- 
ings; particularly, in conſequence of a mortified ſum, be- 


queathed by Mr John Raining of Norwich, deceaſed, they 
have erected at the town of Inverneſs a large ſchool- 
houſe, under the direction of two ſchoolmaſters and a 
choolmiſtrets, for the above purpoſes. 

Beſides this legacy of Mr Raining's, Seymour Wood, 
Eſq; of London, by his will, bequeathed to the Society 


let out at intereſt, 
them by Mr Wood in ſuch manner as to anſwer the va- 


vertiſements in the public news-papers, and otherwiſe, ſo- 


plying this liberal donation : in conſequence whereof, a 
yariety of plans and propoſals were given in to the So- 
ciety; ſome of them indeed very ingenious, but none of 
them adapted to the limited ſphere, within which the So- 
ciety, by the terms of Mr Wood's will, and their Manne pa- 
tent, were obliged to confine themſelves, 


At laſt, after frequent meetings and conſultations as 


to this matter, the Society fixed upon a general plan for 
Ping Mr Wood's donation, divided into two branch- 

5: by the firſt whereof, L. 1200 Sterling was to be ap- 
died for  infirycling thoſe young girls (aught ending. 


&c. 
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the ſum of L. 2000 Sterling, to be wholly expended and 
applied for the parpoics of their ſecond patent, and not 


The Society, anxious to > diſcharge the truſt repoſe 1 
luable purpoſes intended by him, did, by repeated ad- 


licit the advice and afliſtance of perſons of ſkill and pu- 
blic ſpirit, with reſpect to the moſt proper manner of ap- 
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&c. at the Society's ſchools) in the Spinning eaten 


and Knitting of ſtockings; and by the ſecond branch, | 
L. 800 Sterling was to be applied for binding forty boys ; 
(alſo taught to read, &c. at the Society's ſchools) to ſuch 
trades as ſhould be moſt uſeful in the highlands. 
In proſecution of the firſt branch of this plan, the 80. / 
ciety have aCtually expended a conſiderable ſum, by grant- ; 
ing to ſeveral perſons of property, and approved public b 
ſpirit, in different parts of the highlands and iſlands, | 
conſiderable number of ſpinning- wheels and reels, with a D 
bounty of 38. Sterling to the ſpinning-miſtreſs employed f 
by them, for each girl ſufficiently taught to ſpin: the n 
perſons to whom theſe grants were made, being obliged WF g 
to furniſh the ſcholars with flax after the Society's boun- I 
ty was at an end; and each girl, when taught, carrying | . 
home with her, as a premium, a wheel and a reel ; which } 
are all ſtamped with the words 8. Woop's DonarTioy, | by 
to prevent the ſelling and embezzling of them, if pot: oc 
| ſible, And the Society have had ſatisfactory returns, ot Wl h. 
reports, as to the application ot the greateſt part of the be 
above grants, pr 
With reſpect to the ſecond Weid of the 5 viz. 80 
the binding out of apprentices, there have been thirty- ob 
five poor boys, recommended from different parts of the ¶ ut 
15 highlands and iſlands, bound out to the following rrades 17 
and employments, viz, five as Farmers, ſeven as Weg | 
vers, (three of whom alſo taught Flax-dreffing), four as WM loi 
Wbeel-wrights, fix as Wrights or Houſe-carpenters, WM lan 
(two of whom alſo taught to make carts and ploughs), W ou: 
three Blackſmiths, three Coopers, two Ship and Boat by 
Carpenters, two Dyers, one ne, one Flax drefler, Lo 
and one Shoe- maker. the 
The terms of the indentures differ according to the Win, 
nature of the ſeveral trades fixed upon; but the boys dar 


and their cautioners, are all taken bound, that they ſhall] 
| return 


T 38 3: 
return to the highlands at the expiry of their indentures, 
and exerciſe their trades there, for ten years at leaſt. And 
accordingly ſeveral lads whoſe indentures are expired, are 


journeymen, or are actually ſettled in the highlands, 
particularly | in the iſland of Lewis, where the . 
gives them ſuitable encouragement, 


, The Society intend to apply the remaining part of Mr 

; Wood's donation for the above-mentioned valuable pur- 

i WH poſes, how ſoon favourable opportunities ſhall occur for 
do doing: at the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged, 
e they have been very cautious in liſtening to applications 
{ from different quarters of the highlands, being but too 
i WH vcll informed of the miſapplication of ſeveral other well- 
N neant bounties of this kind formerly. 

. 


N i by che letters-patent, have granted commiſſion to certain 
7 5 "ag « 

0 Il gcotlemen at London, eminent for their piety and pu- 
or Wi blic ſpirit, for receiving ſubſcriptions, money, &c, for 
the 


behoof of the Society. | They are impowered to elect 


vir, Society at Edinburgh, The Society have been greatly 
rty- i obliged to theſe worthy gentlemen for their diſintereſted 
the I attcation to the Society's affairs; and by their means ve- 
ades i conſiderable donations have been procured. 


Beſides the endeavours of the Society to promote re- 
gion and induſtry in the highlands and iſlands of Scot- 
land, they have alſo attempted to promote the ſame in 
vur colonies in America, 'To this they were encouraged 
by two liberal donations; one by Dr Williams of 
London, another by a lady in England; beſides 
lhe capital of the money collected privately in Scot- 


o the land within theſe three years for Mr Wheelock's In- 
boys, dan ſchool or academy, which is lodged with the So- 
u ſhall W*ty, and the intereſt of it only to be applied by them, 


Or 


either completing themſelves in their reſpective trades as 


The Society, in virtue of the powers veſted in them 


proper officers ; and they correſpond quarterly with the 
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or their board of correſpondents at Connecticut, for the 
encouragement of ſaid ſchool, or for maintaining miſ-. 
ſionaries, ſchoolmaſters, and catechiſtz, among the In- 


dians. 
The firſt attempt was made in the year 1731. 4 
commiſſion was granted to three miffionaries to preach 
Chriſtianity to the Indian tribes bordering on New Eng. 
land; and in this work they continued to be employed 
for ſeveral years, till, by letters from Jonathan Belcher, 
Eſq; of that province, the Society were informed, that 
the miſſion had proved unſucceſsful, In the year 1736, 
they ſent a miſſionary to the then favoured colony of 
Georgia, and continued him there till che year 1742, 
But the moſt ſucceſsful miſſion was undertaken in the 
1741, to the Indians bordering on New York and Pen- 
ſylvania, Among theſe ſavages the Society chearfully | 
reſolved to maintain two miſfionaries, and ſent their 
commiſſion to ſeveral miniſters and gentlemen of that 
place, to act as corr eſpondents, and to Tuporinions the 
affairs of the miſſion. _ | | 
What has been the ſucceſs of theſe endeavours, and 
how much the Great Author of Chriſtianity has been 
pleaſed to bleſs them, the world was acquainted by Mr 
Brainard's large journal, publiſhed at Philadelphia 1747, 
and republiſhed, with Preſident Edwards's account of his 
life, at Edinburgh 1765, and alſo by an abridgement of 
the ſaid journal, recommended by the late worthy Dr 
Doddridge. Mr David Brainard is fince dead; but 
his brother Mr John Brainard has ſucceeded to him, 
and the miſſion {till proceeds with zeal and ſpirit, accor · 
ding to his laſt journals, | 
The difficulties of the undertaking are very greit.f 
The Indians have not the knowledge of the true God, 
nor any mode of worſhip ; they are ſeattered in ſmall} 


| tribes over the continent of America; each tribe has a 
different 
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different language; they are ſtrangers to agriculture; 
hunting is their chief employment, and they follow their 
game tO a great diſtance from their ordinary place of a- 
bode. - Their towns are, for the moſt part, many miles 
diſtant from each other, and the neareſt of' them fome 
hundred miles from the American ſhore, But great as 
theſe difficulties are, the experience of late years has de- 
monſtrated the neceſſity ot attempting to civilize theſe 
Indians, and to ſecure their favour to the Britiſh inte- 
reſt, This ſeems beſt calculated, in a conſiſtency wich the 
genius and ſpirit of the Britiſh government, to preſerve 
and increaſe the inland trade of our colonies, and to 
check the turbulent and ambitious defigns of France, for 
recovering their power and territory in North America, 
It is therefore of the greateſt importance to Britain, even 
on the ſcore of human policy alone, that all poſſible en- 
deavours ſhould be uſed for the converſion of the In- 
dans, and for bringing them to live in a regular way, 
wih fixed habitations; a difficulty very great, though 
not unſurmountable. | 

The Society have three boards of „ ; one 


n Boſton in New England, one at Connecticut, and one 


a New Jerſey, conliſting of gentlemen in thoſe parts of 
he molt worthy and reſpectable characters, and whoſe 
ſituation affords them the heſt opportunity to judge what 
plans may be moſt proper in endeavouring ts conver- 
ion of the North-American Indians. 

Upon the whole, the Society will conclude with * 
ſerring, That although they are poſſeſſed of a pretiy 
confiderable ſtock, in land and money, yet it is only the 
annual produce thereof which they can apply for. the 
Purpoſes of their inſtituion; which is by far inſuſficient 
io enable them to anſwer the many clamant applications 
for ſchools, which are annually given in to them from 
Farious corners of the highlands, and which they are 
| C gblige,} 
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* 
obliged to ſuffer to lie upon their table for want of ſufficient 
funds. The Society make this obſervation the rather, 

becauſe they have reaſon to believe, that many well. 
_ diſpoſed perſons with-hold their charitable contributions, 
from a perſuaſion, that the Society are poſſeſſed of fund, 
large, and even larger than are neceſſary to anſwer their 
annual burdens ; which is by no means the caſe, 
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Act and Recommendation of the General Aſſembly of thel 
Church of Scotland, for furthering the deft gn of propa 
gating a Og: 


Edinburgh, April 19. 1709. p. m. + lf. 5. 

HE General Aſſembly taking to their ſerious con- 
ſideration the inſtructions given by the laſt Aſſem. 
bly to their Commiſſion, to give all due affiitance and 
' encouragement to any propoſals to be made for propa: 
gating the knowledge of God, and our Lord Jeſus Chril 
in the North, the Highlands, and Iſlands, and Foreigi 
Parts of the world; and that the ſaid Aſſembly had ap4 
pointed a committee to receive in reports from preſbyte 
Ties, of the advances made in the ſubſcriptions for pre 
moting the foreſaid deſign, and to act and manage it 
that matter, under the inſpection, and by the direction, 
of the forefaid Commiſſion ; and the General Aſſemb. 
having heard the report of the ſaid Commiſſion, that 
| there are now very conſiderable advances made in the fail 
ſubſcriptions; and her Majeſty having, by her royal 
_ proclamation, dated the 18th day of Auguſt laſt bypaſt 
with the advice of her privy council, approven of, and 
recommended the forefaid charitable deſign, and declare 


mal reſolution to grant, her letters- en for erecting the 
i ſul 


m— 
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ent ſubſcribers into a ſociety and corporation for managing 
er, MW that affair: And the General Aſſembly, conſidering that 
ell. MW the glory of God, and the advancement of the kingdom 
ons, of Chriſt, in the eternal ſalvation of the immortal ſouls 
nds, of people, are deeply intereſted in this truly pious and 
heir MI glorious deſign ; and that the zeal and forwardneſs of 
others, both in England and the United Provinces, in 
carrying on ſuch a work, hath been bleſſed of God with 
wonderful and comfortable ſucceſs; does therefore, with 


" thel 


their ſtations, to promote this noble and excellent under - 
opa. 0 


God, and in pity and compaſſion toward many thou- 
ſands in this church and nation, eſpecially in the High- 
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and toward fo great a part of the world as is this day 
periſhing for lack of knowledge, they would chearfully 


does ſeriouſly recommend to the miniſters and elders of 


ſuch days as the ſeveral preſbyteries ſhall appoint, and 


mate this act from the pulpit to their reſpective congre- 
gations and to exhort, excite, and ſtir up, their peo- 
ple to ſubſcribe and contribute, according to their abili- 
ty, on this occaſion. And the Aſſembly does hereby re- 
commend to the ſeveral preſbyteries within this Church, 
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ill carneſtneſs, beſeech and exhort all the people of this 
National Church, to contribute their beſt endeavours, in 


taking; and particularly, that, in zeal for the glory of 
lands and Iſlands, who live in barbarity and ignorance, 


embrace this precious opportunity of honouring the Lord 
with their ſubſtance, and making to themſelves friends 
of the mammon of unrighteouſnets. And the Aflembly 


this Church, to go through their reſpective pariſhes, on 


receive and collect ſubſcriptions for, or contributions of 
money, from ſuch perſons whoſe hearts God ſhall in- 
cline thereunto : and that miniſters take occaſion, on a 
Sabhath before they begin this work, to read and inti- 


to be careful to promote the taking ſubſcriptions, and 
king collections, for the end foreſaid, within their 
„ reſpective 


| 0 4 
reſpective bounds, ſo ſoon as conveniently can be; and 
where pariſhes are vacant, that they appoint Ware of 
their number to preach, and intimate this act, and join 
with the elders of ſuch parithes, if apy be, or with firch 


ol the heritors or pariſhioners as will aflift in taking ſub- 
_ .ſeriptions, and making, collections, as is above expreſſed; 


and that the ſeveral preſbyteries do, without delay, call 
for and take in reports from all the miniſters within their 


bounds, containing a particular account of the ſubſcri- 


bers, and ſums ſubſcribed for, and money collected in 


each pariſh, and ſend an extract thereof, ſubſcribed by 


the moderator and clerk, to the clerk of the Commiſſion 


of this Aſfembly; and thereafter, upon advertiſement 
from the ſaid commiſſion, ſend in the principal ſubſerip- 
tions, and money collected, to be delivered to any per- 
ſon whom the Society for propagating Chriſtian know 
ledge, when conſtituted, ſhall appoint to receive the 


ſame, upon his receipt thereof. And the General Af: 


ſembly does hereby inſtruct and impower their Commiſ- 
| ſion to be appointed by them, to promote, by all pro- 
per means, the foreſaid glorious deſign of propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge; and appoints the agents of the 


Church to diſpatch printed copies of this act to all the 
preſbyteries of this Church, for the ends foreſaid. 


FIRST PATENT. 


NNE, by the grace of God, Qneen of Great Bri- 


tain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith: 
To all good people to whoſe knowledge theſe preſents 


thall come, greeting, Foraſmuch as we, underſtanding 
the charitable inclinations of many of our ſubjects, for 
raiſing a voluntary contribution towards the further pro- 


moting of Chriſtian knowledge, and the increaſe of pie. 


ty and virtue, within Scotland, ef pecially in the Highlands, 
1 Iſlands, 
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ands,! 
ands, | 


1 


lands, and remote corners thereof, where error, ido- 


jatry, ſuperſtition, and ignorance, do. moſtly abound, 


by reaſon of the largeneſs of pariſhes, and ſcarcity of 
ſchools; and for propagating the ſame in Popiſh and infidel 
parts of the world: And we having, by our royal pro- 


clamation, dated the 18th day of Avguſt 1709, with the 


advice of our privy council, approven of and recom- 
mended the foreſaid charitable deſign, and declared our 


reſolution to grant theſe our letters- patent for erecting 


the ſubſcribers into a ſociety and corporation for mana- 
ging the ſaid contribution; and now finding, that the 


ſum propoſed for beginning this good work is already 
ſubſcribed for; and we judging, that our granting theſe 


our letters- patent for erecting and ſettling the foreſaid 
corporation and ſociety, will be highly conducive for ac- 


compliſhing theſe pious ends propoſed, and that many 


others will be hereby induced the more chearfully to 
extend their charity to the uſe aforeſaid: And alſo we 


conſidering, that the ſubſcribers to this undertaking are 


diffuſed in ſeveral counties and remote places, ſo that it 
it is not eaſy for them to nominate and elect the mem- 
bers which ſuch a corporation ought to conſiſt of, did, 

by our foreſaid proclamation, judge it convenieat, that 
the firſt nomination of the members of the ſaid ſociety 
ſhould be made by the Lord Preſident, and other Lords 


of our Council and Seſſion in Scotland, out of the ſub- 
ſeribers: And now the ſubſcribers, in compliance with 
our judgement, ſignified in the ſaid proclamation, having 


requeſted that the ſaid nomination ſhould be in manner 
before and after mentioned; therefore, and for the bet- 
ter and more orderly carrying on this good deſign, we 
have willed, allowed, confirmed, and eſtabliſhed, likeas, 
by theſe preſents, w we allow, confirm, and eſtabliſh the 


foreſaid power and right of the firſt nomination in the 


Fug of the ſaid Lord Freſident, and other Lords of 
5 Council 


* I 
, A - F 4 : 
8 So . ok 1 ä — — — — — — G 
. A r n r . rr Da 22 ³˙.w1 2 —- CES — — — — — — — .  — . — — — 
- — © — . — — . — » ER Coo r — — 2 yr rerun, Devens. xy Pn OT I nn LE = T 1 : 8 1 — 
T ̃ . ̃ ²˙ A ] . I ARG F c .. ITY OST — 2 : 


and corporation; and grant unto them full power to re- 


ſums of money, lands, goods, and gear; and therewith | 
to erect and maintain ſchools, to teach to read, eſpecial: } 


as alſo to teach Writing, Arithmetic, and ſuch like de- 
grees of knowledge, in the highlands, iſlands, and re- 
mote corners of Scotland, and in other parts above men- 


in the Chriſtian Reformed Proteſtant religion, as may be 


competent: And which Society are hereby ordained to 
have a general meeting of the members thereof, quarter. 


who {hall convene ar the ſaid time and place, are hereby] 


but ſtill reſerving to the ſaid Lords of Seffion, upon ap- 
plication of the ſaid Society, a power to alter the quo. 


ra 1 
Council and Seſſion in Scotland: And further, we dg 
make, conſtitute, appoint, and ordain, the perſons to 


be named out of the ſubſcribers and contributors, by the 


ſaid Lord Preſident, and other Lords of Seſſion, (and 


Which nomination is hereby ordained to be recorded, 


with theſe preſents, in the regiſters of our Chancellary 


in Scotland), to be an incorporation, ſociety, and body. 
politic, by the name of, The Society in Scotland for pro- 


pagating Chriſtian knowledge : Likeas, we for our ſelf, | 


and our royal ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, do make, 
conſtitute, appoint, ordain, and declare the perſons to | 


be named by the ſaid Lords of Seſſion, and recorded 
herewith in manner foreſaid, and their ſucceſſors to be 
elected in manner after mentioned, to be a legal ſociety 


ccive ſubſcriptions, mortifications, donations, legacies, } 


ly the holy ſcriptures, and other good and pious books; 


tioned; and to uſe ſuch means for inſtructing the people | 


ly, at Edinburgh, in the town's hall, the firſt Thurſdays] 
of January, March, June, and November, yearly, inf 
all time coming, at three of the clock in the afternoon; 
and oftener when and where the Society ſhall think] 
meet; and any nine of the members of the ſaid Society! 


declared to be a quorum of the ſaid general meeting: 


t 1 

rum, as ſhall be found needful: And the Society, at their 
firſt general meeting, are, by a plurality of voices, to e- 
lect one of their number to be Preſident thereof, as alſo — 
a Treaſurer, a Secretary or Clerk, one or more, and other | 
officers and ſervants, as they ſhall find needful, to con- 
y tinue till the firſt Thurſday of January next thereafter, 
. or until others be choſen to fucceed them; and upon the | 
„ firſt Thurſday of January yearly, in all time coming, 
f (and in caſe of any extraordinary emergent ſtopping them 

e, from meeting that day, the next meeting thereafter), the 
o foreſaid general meeting is appointed to make a new e- 
ed lection of perſons to ſerve in theſe offices, or continue 
the former, as ſhall be thought moſt convenient: And 
the Prefident, at the time of their election, is hereby im- 


re- WI powered to adminiſtrate an oath de fideli adminiſt ratione 
ies, ci to the Clerk, and thereafter the Clerk to adminiſter 
rich WY the like oath to the Preſident, and then the Prefident is 


to adminiſter the ſame oath de fideli adminiftratione officit 


ks; o each of the reſt, before they act in their reſpective 
Je. offices. And further, we, by theſe preſents, do fully 
1 re. MW impower and authoriſe the foreſaid Society, at any of their 
nen- quarterly meetings in time coming, to aſſume into their 
cope Wl number and ſociety, ſuch of the ſubſcribers or contributers 
ay be Wl being Proteſtants) as they ſhall judge fit and qualified for 


ſiting to carry on this deſign. And likewiſe the ſaid gene- 
ral meeting are hereby impowered and ordained, at their 
ürſt meeting yearly, to nominate fifteen of their number 
ly, inf do be a committee, to meet at Edinburgh the firſt Thurf- 
200; day of each month, and oftener, as need requires, in 
child uch places as ſhall be agreed upon by the general meet- 
icy ing; and the ſaid committee, or any three of them, at 
he uſual time and place of meeting, are to proſecute the 
orders of the general meeting, audit the treaſurer's ac- 
counts, and ripen and prepare overtures and matters; and 
lis committee to continue for one year; but to lay an 
5 ö account 
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and to tranſmit accounts thereof to the committee at E. 
dinburgh, or the general meeting; and alſo for laying 


A 


cerning the faithfulneſs, diligence, and ſucceſs of the 


about theſe particulars, and what elſe concerns the fore · 
ſaid Society. And further, the forefaid Society is here | 


and enjoy lands, tenements, rents, tacks, liberties, privi- | 
leges, and juriſdictions, in fee and perpetuity, not exceed- 
ing the yearly value of two thouſand pounds Sterling, | 
and all other moveable eſtates, debts, ſums of money, 
goods, and gear whatſoever and the rents, revenues, 


ware out, and beſtow, for the ſupport and maintenance I 
of the ſaid pions deſign for propagating the knowledge 


a 4 
account of their whole tranſactions and management bes 
fore the general meetings quarterly. And further, the 
general meetings are hereby impowered, as they ſhall ſce 
cauſe, to nominate fit perſons, in any places of our domi. 
nions, or elſewhere, for receiving ſubſcriptions, money, 
or other things contributed towards the foreſaid deſign, 


out ſuch ſums as they ſhall be intruſted with, and or- 
dered by the Society to lay out; and.for inquiring con- 
perſons employed upon the foreſaid fund; and for keep. | 


ing a correſpondence with the committee at Edinburgh | 


by declared to be able and capable in law, to purchaſe / 


annualrents, and profits of the capital ſtock, to expend, 


of Chriſt, erecting and maintaining ſchools, and other 


: pious uſes above mentioned, as the foreſaid Society {hall 


ſee cauſe. Likeas we, by theſe preſents, declare this $0- 
ciety, by the name foreſaid, able and capable, by them - 
ſelves, or their procurators or attornics in their name, to 
proſecute, purſue, and defend, in all courts and places, 
before whatſoever. judge or judges competent, all and} 


ſundry actions, cauſes, proceſſes, and pleas, of what kind} 


and nature ſoever the fame be, and all and ſundry other] 


matters and things to do, in as full and ample form! 
| and manner as * others our ſubjcets of our realm of 


Er ca 


1 


vs Great Britain, or any other ſociety, corporation, or bo- 

1 dy- politic within the ſaid realm, can do in any fort: And 

e grants and allows, That the foreſaid Society ſhall and 
Fl may have a common ſeal ; and that it ſhall be lawful for 
y. them and their ſucceſſors, to change, break, alter, and 
n, make new the ſaid ſeal at their pleaſure. And we grant 
E- unto the foreſaid Society, at their quarterly meetings in 
ng all time coming, and at no other meetings, full power to 
or- WW make ſuch rules and ordinances, and to alter the ſame, + 
n- as they ſhall ſee moſt convenient and needful for the 
he WF better government of the ſaid Society, and management 
ep: Jof the affairs thereof, and the more effectual promo- 
Sh Wl ting of che foreſaid deſign; and to give ſuch inſtructions, 
re. directions, orders, and encouragements, to thoſe they 
re- employ, as they ſhall judge needful and reaſonable 0 and 
ale ve ordain the ſame to be obſerved by all concerned, un- 
Leer the penalties therein impoſed and enacted ; providing 
cel always the ſaid rules, ordinances, inſtructions, and direc- 
ang, Wi tions, be agreeable and nowiſe contrary to the laws and 
we conſtitutions of Scotland! in church and ſtate preſently in 
en force. And we judging it of great import toward the 
end, 1 light carrying on of this ſo Chriſtian and religious 2 Fs 
ines Wl work, that ſuch as ſhall be employed upon this fund, as 
edge teachers in any capacity, be men of piety, loyalty, pru- 
het dence, gravity, competent knowledge and literature, and 
0 other Chriſtian and neceflary qualifications ſuited to their 
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reſpective ſtations, do therefore peremptorily require 
and injoin the ſeveral preſbyteries within whoſe bounds 
ſuch perſons have for the moſt part had their ordinary 
reſidence, and other ſuperior judicatories of the church 
of Scotland, to make exact inquiry into their manner of 
life and converſation; and ſtrictly to try and examine 
their other qualifications above expreſſed, as the foreſaid 


heme | 
e, to ; 
laces, | 
and] 
kind 
other 
form 


um ef they be entered to ſuch a work: and we will and com- 


Eg mand. 


Great 


PL” 


laws and conſtitutions of Scotland do preſcribe, before 
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. chat none be employed i in theſe. capacities by this 
Society, upon the fund above mentioned, but ſuch who 
being ſo tried and examined, ſhall be certified and atteſt» 
ed to them by the foreſaid church. judicatures. And 
further, we grant power to the ſaid Society, That upon 
the death of any of their number, or of their preſident, 
treaſurer, ſecretary, or other officers or ſervants; or up- 

on their malverſing, or not attending 1 in their reſpective 
ſtations, and their removal upon theſe, or any other 


juſt and neceſſary accounts; in either of theſe cates, the 
general meeting may chuſe others to ſucceed, and alſo | 


impolc and exact fines, not exceeding ten pounds Ster- i | 
ling, for malverſation, beßdes damages to the Society and = 
others concerned, and ten ſhillings Sterling for each ab- 
ſence from their ſtations, without a relevant excuſe, of. 


which the ſaid Society are to be judges. And we ordain 7 


and appoint, That the books of the ſaid Society be pa- 1 f 


tent and open; that all and every one of the ſubſcribers, I 


their heirs and tuccetlors, may have acceſs to ſee what 1M 


ſums of money are reccived by the Society from time to if | 
time, aud how the ſame have been laid out, by virtue EY 
of theſe preſents, or any authority hereby given, and tio 
underſtand the management and diſpoſition of the reve- FI 


Nues of the ſaid Society, and be ſatisfied with the ſame ; 6 


and in caſe of miſapplication, any of the ſubſcribers, or 15 | 


| their aforeſaids, are hereby allowed and impowered to 8 


5 purſue and proſecute thoſe guilty of the ſame, before OO 


ny judge or judges competent, It is always hereby pro- "af 


vided and declared, That it ſhall not be lawful to the i | 
ſaid Socicty or managers to diminiſh the capital flock WM 
that is or ſhail be ſubſcribed for or mortified; but only 5 | 
to apply the rents, anovalrents, profits, and emoluments 5 


ariſing from the ſame; without prejudice always to them, 8 | 
to uplift and employ the ſums to be raiſed from the ſub- 
{cribers as ſhall be found requiſite, And ve do N wy 


OW 2 
. 


. I) 


will, command, and require all magiſtrates, judges, and 
officers of the law within our dominions, and others 


our good ſubjects in their reſpective ſtations, to give all 


proper and needful aſſiſtance and encouragement to the 
faid Society, and thoſe employed and intruſted by them 
in all matters and cauſes tending to the furtherance of 
this pious deſign ; and that at all times, and upon all oc- 
caſions when required thereto, as they will be anſwerable 
to us. And, laſtly, we declare and ordain, That theſe 
our letters-patent and charter, or any authentic ex- 
tract thereof, ſhall be good, firm; valid, and effectual 
in law, according to our royal intentions herein exprefſ- 
ed, to all intents and purpoſes; and i impower the Lord 
Prefident of the Seſſion in Scotland to cauſe timeous ad- 


vertiſement to be given to the members of the ſaid So- 


ciety to convene the firſt Thurſday of January, March, 
June, or November, that ſhall be thirty days after the date 
hereof, at Edinburgh, in the ſaid town's hall, or where 
he ſhall think moſt convenient in that city, at three of 
the clock in the afternoon. And the ſaid Society are 
hereby impowered to caufe public notifications to be 
made of this charter, and the powers hereby granted, 
with what they do upon the fame from time to time, in 
ſuch manner as they ſhall think moſt conducive to the 
furtherance of the ſaid deſign. In teſtimony whereof, we 
have ordained our ſeal, appointed by the treaty of union 
to be kept and uſed in place of the Great Seal of Scot- 
land, to be hereto appended, at our court of St James's, 
the twenty fifth day of May 1709 years, and of our 
reign. the eighth _ 
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SECOND PATENT. 


EOR GE, by hs! grace of God, King of "I 
Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, Foraſmuch as we, taking into our royal confidera- 
tion, that her late Majeſty Queen Anne, of bleſſed me- 


mory, did, upon the narrative of the charitable inclina- 


tions of many of her ſubjects, for raiſing a voluntary 


contribution towards the further promoting Chriſtian | 
knowledge, and the increaſe of piety and virtue in Scot- | 


land, by her letters-patent, bearing date at St James's, 
| the 2 5th day of May 1709, conſtitute, appoint, ordain, 


and declare the ſaid contributers to be a legal ſociety and |} 
corporation, by the name of, The Society in Scotland far | 
propagating Chriſtian knowledge ; with power to them to | 
receive ſubſcriptions; to erect and maintain ſchools; to | 
teach to read, eſpecially the Holy Scriptures ;: as alſo, to 
teach Writing, Arithmetic, and ſuch like degrees of | 
knowledge as might be competent; as in the ſaid letiers | 
patent, containing divers other clauſes, at more length 


js ſet forth: And we taking likewiſe into conſideration 


the petition of the ſaid Society for propagating Chriſtian | 
knowledge, in their anniverſary general court held at 
Edinburgh, upon Thurſday the 7th of January laſt, ſet- | 
ting forth the ſaid letters- patent; and that it is found by | 
experience, that the breeding up of young people to 
handy labour, trades, and manufactures, together wick 
learning to read and write, will be of great benefit, not | 
only to theſe young people, but likewiſe to the nation in 
general, and better anſwer the inclinations of the contri- | 
buters for promoting piety and virtue; that the foreſaid | 
Society are, by their ſaid original patent, declared able | 
and capable, in law, to purchalc and enjoy lands, tene - 
mens, | 
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ments, rents, and other privileges and juriſdictions, in 
fee and perpetuity, not exceeding the yearly value of 
L. 2000 Sterling; but it may be doubted, whether, by 
the ſaid patent, they have power to ſell and diſpoſe of 
lands once purchaſed: the ſaid Society therefore humbly 
prayed we would be pleaſed, not only to ratify and per- 
petually confirm the foreſaid letters patent, for the ends 
therein mentioned, but alſo further to impower and au- 
thoriſe the ſaid Society, by all lawful means, and accor- 
ding to rules by them to be eſtabliſhed in that behalf, 
over and above the purpoſes of their original patent, to 
cauſe ſuch of the children as they ſhall think fit to be 
inſtructed and bred up to huſbandry and houſewitery, or 
| in trades and manufactures, or in ſuch like manual occu- 
pations as the Society ſhall think proper; and that in 
or WH {ich places, and in ſuch manner, as the Society, or their 
to directors, ſhall think the moſt practicable and expedient : 
And further, to impower the ſaid Society to fell and 
diſpoſe of ſuch lands, tenements, rents, privileges, and ju- 


of Wl i ifdictions, as they already have, or ſhall hereafter pur- 
rs Wl chaſe, fo often as they ſhall judge the ſame expedient, 
th and for the intereſt of the Society: Therefore we, from 
on an earneſt deſire for promoting the good of our ſubjects 
ian in all parts of our dominions, ordain letters patent to be 
at made and paſſed under the ſeal appointed by the trea- 
(ct- Ny of Union to be kept and made uſe of in Scotland in 
by place of the Great Seal of Scotland, containing our rati- 
to cation and perpetual confirmation of the foreſaid letters- 
rich patent, for the ends and purpoſes therein mentioned; 
not and alſo our full power and authority to the ſaid Society, 
1 in by all lawful means, and according to rules by them to 
uri · de eſtabliſhed in that behalf, over and above the purpoſes 
ſaid 


ef their original patent, to cauſe ſuch of the children as 

able Wl they ſhall think fit to be inſtructed and bred up to huſ- 

ene | mar and houſewifery, or in trades and manufactures, 
or 


t 30 1 
or in ſuch like manual occupations as the Society fall 
think proper; and that in ſuch places, and in ſuch man- 


ner, as the Society, or their directors for the time being, 


ſhall think the moſt practicable and expedient; and con- 


taining likewiſe our full powers to the ſaid Society to ſell | 


and diſpoſe of ſuch lands, tenements, rents, privileges, 


and juriſdictions, as they already have, or ſhall hereafter |! 
purchaſe, as often as they ſhall judge the ſame expedient, | 
and for the intereſt of the Society; provided always, 
that ſuch ſale, or diſpoſal of the forefaid lands, tene. 
ments, and others, ſhall have the conſent and approba- 
tion of our truſty and well beloved the Lords Juſtice. } 
General, Preſident of the court of Seſſion, Chief Baron 
of the court of Exchequer, Juſtice-Clerk, our Advocate | 
and Solicitor for the time being, or any three of chem, 
Kc. In teſtimony whereof, we have ordained our ſeal 
appointed by the treaty of Union to be kept and uſed in 
place of the Great Seal of Scotland, to be hereto ap- 
pended, at our court at Kenſington, the 6th day of June | 


1738, and of our 8 che i th year. 
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NAM ES of the perſons appointed 
to receive BSNRFACTIONS in Lon- 
don and Edinburgh, for the uſe : 


'M of this SOCIETY. 


Fehn Mintoſh, junior, 


$ | In ee Eſq; Merchant. 
e | 115 Davidſon, Eſq; 


a In EDINBURGH Writer to e Signet. 


FORM of a BEQUEST or Teen 


em, x give and bequeath the kai of : 


to the Society in Scotland for propaga- 
ting Chriſtian Knowledge, to be applied 
[either to the purpoſes of the firſt or ſecond 
patent, as the donor pleaſes. | —— See both Par 
tents, 7. 20. & 28. Preceding. 


LISTS of the Profillins. Directors, Offi- | 
cers, and Servants of the Society, for 
Ars the year 1769. 


PRESIDENT of the General Court. 
The Rt Hon. Nen Earl of Kinnoul. 1 
The 


#. 


| Dr Alexander Webſter, one of the Miniſters of Edin. | 


Mr Alexander Stevenſon, one of the Depute- Clerks of | 


Mr William Dickſon Dyer i in Edinburgh. | 
Mr Robert Scott-Moncrieff, Merchant in Edinburgh. 

: Joſeph Williamſon, Eſq; Advocate. 
Mr John Caw Depute-Secretary to the Board of Exiiſe | 
De John Erſkine, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, | 
Mx James Robertſon, Profeſſor of Oriental Languages | in 


Mr John Walker Merchant there. 
Mr William Galloway Merchant there. 
Mr John Forreſt junior, Merchant there. 


Alexander Tait, Eſq; o one of the Principal Clerks of 


6 Jobn Forreſt, Eſq; Rierchant in Edinburgh, and Deputy- 


8 Robert Chalmers, Eſq; Accomptant. 


Alexander Coutts, Officer, 


t x1 
The Committee of DixtcToRs, arranged ac. 
. cording to the order of their admiſſion, 


James Smollet, Eſq; of Bonhill, his Majeſty's Sheriff. | 
. depute for the county of Dunbarton, and one of the 
Commiſſaries of Edinburgh, Preſident, 


burgh. 


the Univerſity of Edinburgh. 
Mr Archibald Wallace, Merchant in Edinburgh. 


Mr Robert Walker, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh 
Mr Anthony Ferguſon, Merchant in Edinburgh. 


Seſſon. 


The orrickxs and SERVANTS of the Society, 


Seſſion, Secretary. 


Governor of the Bank of Scotland, Comptroller. 


John Davidſon, Eſq; Writer to the Signet, Treaſurer : 
Mr James Forreſt, Writer in Edinburgh, Clerk. 
Mr David Ruſſell, Accomptantin Edinburgh, Bookholder. 


Mr James Brown, Bookſeller, | 
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